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TO GRAYSON




SEPTEMBER
'ﬂ\urs&n%
Th school -H'\ey -l'aus\'\'i' us_about this scientist who
studied animals +hat lived on some remote islands.
Jﬂ\rﬁjs where he came up with the 'H'\eory of
“survival of the fi++es+.’\' \

Well, T'm sure this Charles Darwin guy was smar+t,

but his idea doesnt ex?ldih a_person like ME.




I‘Fs true ﬂ'm‘l' ‘H\e s+roh3 survive, but so do -H'\e
ones who are smar+ ehou&"\ Yo hot get +hemselves
killed. And T +hank my ancestors for makihs
300& choices, because if -l')ne)/ didnt, T wouldnt

even be here.

1 reo.& ﬂ\q‘l' a few huhdrec} yec\rs ago, if 7ou were
+oo scared to go into battle, -Hwe)/’& cli? you n
\'\o-f +tar ahd cover 7ou n fea-l'}\ers as ?uhishmeh-t .
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Ahc} even 'H'\ousl'\ 1'm sure it would be a little
uncomfortable it would be better than se‘H'ihs
taken out b?/ a_canhohball.

GOOD LUCK
FELLAS!

¥, W

TROMP W,

L guess +hat makes me a c}sickeh, but Tm
OK with i+. T dont know how chickens got a
re?u-h-i'ioh for beihs scare& n -H'\e first ?|o\ce 4
'i')nous\'\ , because Tve run into some Pre-Hy

aggressive ohes. in my life.




'ﬂ\e)/ sa.)/ c}\ickehs }m\re a “Peckihs order," w}\ere
'l'\'\e bis onhes Pick on 'H'\e li+tle ones. Ahd 'H\dd',s
emc-HPf how it is at my middle school.

ﬂne. kid who's at the +°‘P of the \Jeckiha. order is
Zander Wrexham, who everyohe calls Z-Rex. He's

gotten held back so many +imes that he's SUPPosed
+o be a HS}\ school _Juhior b)/ how.




Zander is so +ou3)n -H'm-f }-\e doesnt even need
‘o do qh)/ bu“)/ihs. \r\”\eh *\e sits Jowr\ in ﬂ‘\e

cafe-ferio\, kids hand over their snacks in advance.

I’m Somew\'\ere hear ﬂ'\e bottom of 'H‘\e Peckihg
order, but at least T'm not at the ACTUAL
bottom. That spot belohss to Jarrett Jollifee,
who eVeryohe calls the BUHK Mashe‘l'. There’s Just
some‘l'}nihs about Jarrett that attracts bullies +o
}'\im like flies 4o }\ohey.




I guess \'\e mus+t si\'e off some kind of scent

or ?heromohe. W}\d‘fe\ler its, SOmebody s"\oulé
stud t because whoever 'Fisures out what's in
that kid’s DNA could ?ackdse i+ and turn it into
some‘l')nihg useful.

Th fact ; Tve been +r>/5h3 to se+ a saliva samPle
from Jarrett. But it's no fun going ﬂ\rous*w +he
trash in the cafeteria to find one of his used
popsicle sticks.




My brother Rodrick says that bullies can SMELL
fear, so Tve been |oq&ih3 up-on. my dad’s coloshe
every morhing to cover whatever chemicals my
boc})/,s ?roclucihg.

SPRITZ

s

T£ there’s a smell that attracts bullies, there mus+
be SOme_-H\ihs_ -Hm-_f drives -t)n_e.m AWAY, th}_ _1,v_e
been doihs a little experimenting. This morhing T
rubbed garlic on my clothes, which didnt seem +o
have qh)/ effect on the bullies. But i+ DID bother

Ew.l)m Trimble, who eVer)/ohe says iS_a_Vampire.




The way T see i+, middle school is like a game
w\'\ere 'H'\e soal eac\'\ &.d}/ is o not be “it." So
you hever wanha call too much attention o

)/ourselwf.

1 do "7 best not to make eye contact wi+¥x

d'hf' bullies when T'm in the .)na.llwq?r, which isnt
a\wa?/s easy. But |ucki|>/, Harris Coo‘)er got an eye
infection and has to wear a Pa+c¥\, which +akes
care of half the Prob\em.

The time that's the most do.hgerous is the walk
home from school, where it's easy to get s[hsled
out. But TVe come up with a few +ricks +o keep
bullies at arms |eh3+¥-\.
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Receh‘fl)/ P I'Ve been +akih3 my moms old cell Phohe
wH"\ me. Pecduse I,\'e found out hobod)/ boﬂ'\e\’s
you if it looks like you,re oh an important call.

IF YOU CAN'T GET IT
TO ™ME BY THIS
AFTERNOON, T'LL FIND

. SOMEONE WHO CAN!

On top of that, T know the location of ever
doorbell camera in ‘H’\e heishbor}'\oo&. So I stick
o -I')ne sidewalks in front of -I‘\'\osa }\ouses, even
'f}\ou.s}\ it adds a lot of time 4o my walk home.

N -9 ;oo nn -
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ﬂwe -I'Hha 1S, even if )/ou’re doihs )/our best +o
steer clear of bu“ies, it's easy +to sli\) up- Ahd
+hat's exac+|>/ what ha\)?ehed when Darius Reedy
bumPecl into one in the cafeteria +o&a)/.

(

Before Darivs knew it, he was in a full-blown

f[sln-l' with a kid twice his size.
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GeHihs n a fis-l'fig}ﬁ with a bull)/ s my worst
'nia)n'fmdre. For one ‘H’\ihs, I like beiha able
to breathe -l"nrous\\ m?r hose, which mis\‘\‘l' be a
challenge for Darivs going forward.

NURSE

Even if T somehow mc\ho\sed to land a Puhc‘w : T4
wor‘r‘y about br‘eakiha a fihser or a thumb. Because
+hat would +0+d“7! mess_up mf P]ahs for JDe:e:.omilr".\ca

a_hand model.
LUXE

'™ GONNA NEED
ANOTHER FIVE
TUBES OF THAT

MOISTURIZER, FAST!




TVe read that when an animal is backed into a
corner, it has to decide between "'Fisl\-l' or flisl-\-l-,"
which means i+ has 4o deal with the threat or +r7

‘o escape.

5555

But +¥m+’s not a *mrd choice for ME N because ‘rm
c"\oosihs. ﬂis)n.‘l' eVer‘y +ime.

Th fact, whenever T walk into a room, the first
thing T do is look for the exits. And that's the
reason 1 sit in the back corner of the cafeteria.

EMERGENCY
EXIT




I‘fjs hot JUS‘[‘ w}xeh I’m indoors ; ﬂ\ous}\. I‘i',s
OQUTDOORS 100, Ah& oh "ro? of khowih3 w}»ere
all the doorbell cameras are, T know the location

of eVery manhole cover in the heis\‘\bor"\ood.

T£ T actually need to use the sewers as an escape
rouvte, T lI s-h:u)/ down there as |oh3 as T need +o.
Because if I *wcwe one superpower, it's Pq-l'iehce.
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But if I ever have +o 3&‘1’ out of town for
REAL, T'm Pre\)qre& for that, too. Tve ?qcke&
a bds with some cash and supplies +hatll get me
by for a while. So if T feel like bullies are closing
in, LTIl be rea&y to take off at a moments notice.




T realized T should Probabl)/ throw in a dissuise
and a fake ID " Jusi' in case. Put since i’m not old
ehoush to get a drivers license, T had to settle
on a fake |i{>rar7 card.

IBRARY CcARp

This card belongs 1,

ﬁQ'H MCDOI'\Q, QI

T even ?acked a snorkel in my bng, because like T
sqi&, T dont have a Problem beihs ?a-h'eh-l'.




I decided to stash ‘H‘\e bqs uhc}erheq'ﬂ'\ ‘ﬁ\e
bleachers in the 37:"1. But then T discovered
that's the spot where Fresley likes 4o hide c}uriha
P}'\)/s Ecl, so j: \'\0\& to look for ahoﬂ‘\er location.

T settled on a space in +he cei|ih3 tiles above one
of the stalls in the second-floor bo?rs’ bathroom.
And even -H-\ous}w its a little less convenient, at
least it's safe there.

T know it mis}-ri' seem like T'm beihs a little
Parahoicl, but the wa}/ T see it, its smart +o be
ready +o run at qh?/ moment.
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One 'l'}\ihs TVe learned is that }\:'S‘l'orfs full of
?eo?|e like me who take off at ‘H‘\e first sish of
danger.

Th fact, one of m?l favorite book series is about

?eoPle w}nOSe quick ﬂ\ihkihs IS -l'}-\e reason ﬂ'\e)/ lived
to +ell their stories.




But if T ever have to leave the COUNTRY,

Tm gonhd regret hot Pc\?/ihs more attention in
S?dhis)n class. Becavse T'm not sure if Tm going to
be able +o get b)/ on the stuff Tve learned so far.

g/ ™I COLOR
FAVORITO ES

Ah?/way, the thing about chickens is that after
millions of 7ears, —H\e?/'re still AROUND. And if
‘H‘\ey could survive all this time, it gives \‘\oPe 1o a
3u7 like ME. So even 'l'l'\ous\'\ j:’\\ never rule H\e
roost at my middle school, if +he going gets 'l'ous\\
+his year, T be .rendy to 1{\7 +he coop.
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Se?‘l'ember is Ah+f—Bu||7ih3 Month at school,
but somehow T get +he {eelihs +he message isn+
getting -H-\rous)n to the people it heeds to reach.

| ANTI-BULLYING MONTH

i
=
*_@b TRIP °

Vice Pn'hci\)al Roy kicked off the month with an
assembly where he +au3]'\+ us about different ﬁ)/?es
of bull)/ihs. But T wish he hadnt invited the
BULLIES, because some of -Hwem were +q|<£h3 notes.

e+
m,,‘. . ' TYPES OF BULLYING

1.Physical  3.Social
2.Verbal 4. Cyber

g




The school’s nlwn)/s ‘I'r)/ihS different wnys to deal

with the bu|l7/ih3 Problem, and the latest Plah was
to install a metal sigh near +he car Pool clr‘o?-o”.
But if 70“ ask me, it was a Siah-f waste of mohe)l.

 BULLY-FREE
10NE
i

First of all, i+ wasnt clear where the bully—free
zone started and where it ehde&, so kids J'us-’r

huhs out close 4o the Sish, l'\oPihS it would offer
them a little protection.

BULLY-FREE

20



But Rylnhcl R)/h}nerd realized the sigh washt secured

n +)ne srouhd , SO }\e ?u“ed it out.

‘ﬂ-\eh \1& +urned +¥\e si3h into a WEAPON " w)nic\\

made recess a lot less fun.




EVeh+ud||)/, R)Ilahd embedded the sigh ih a locker
hear 'H'\e science lab. So )/ou'Ve ren“}/ 30"r ‘o wn-l'c}\
w\'\ere you,re sofhs w"\eh you’r‘e comih3 arouh& -ﬂ\e

corner on the first floor.

ﬂwtre. are .nhtl'i-bu.nyihs. PoS‘i'erS ev.eryw.)ner‘.e. 7(ou look
at school. The Problem is that a lot of bullies don+t
bother READING, so T +r>/ and be )nel\')][ul.

"l i “NICENESS IS
“"e hess PRICELESS.

[ ]
#,IS ® THAT'S REALLY
Pruceless INTERESTING!

[




I,m ?reH)/ worriec}, because if -I‘}\eSe 5”)’5 arent
req&ihs now, +}\a+ means ‘H\e?/ won + read as
adults. And that could make +’nih35 dahserous.

The school’s +r7rih3 to do its part to }\el\a with
-’r)ne r‘ec\c;ihs. 1Ssue, but so far ho-l'}\ihs’s wor‘kihg.

Last )(eqr +¥\e)/ created a program called “Dro?
EVer)/-l"nihg and Read,” where if you heard a bell
over the |ouds?eqker you were suP?ose& to stop
what you were doihg and read a book.

23



'ﬂ\ey had to cancel the program, ‘H‘\oua}\, because
kids liked the &ro?P[hs part but didnt follow it
up with rea&ihs.

The school realized +hat +he wqy Yo get kids
excited about reqdihs is to have books with lots
of illustrations in them. So ﬂ-\e}/ re?lqce& the
ehcyclo?e&ias with ?Ed'ure books we used +o read
back in kihder‘gqr-reh.

21



And even ‘H’\ous)n +hat makes &oihs book re?or+s
a wlwole lot easier, i+ kihc} of feels like c\\eqﬁhs.

BOOK REPORT:
The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Greg Heffley

A bug ate some food.

ﬂ\e 'H'\ihs I rmiss 'l'}'\e most about kihcler‘sdr"reh 1S
story time, because it was the oh|7 part of the &G)’
w}\eh even 'l'*\e bullies calmed down and Joe}wa\fed. Ahd
T bet if ﬂ\e?/ brous\'\'l' back S"ror)/ +ime, it would

solve a whole lot of problems at school.

“HE WAS A BEAUTIFUL
BUT TERFLYT"

000000 OHHUHHHN!




'ﬂ\e reason kids &oh-l‘ read ﬂ'\ese dn)/s is because
‘H'\ey re dlwa)(s on _Some kmc} of screen. Ah& I
get wh)/ parents let that \'m?\)eh becavse Tl
Probably do the same +)nuh3 when Tm a grown-up.

T
L

\/

I

The ?r‘oHem is that howadays kids get all their
information from Vu}eos Ahd its even c\‘mhsecl +}\e
way some +eqc}\ers Jo +}\esr Jobs

Thstead of s+nh&ih3 in front of a whiteboard and
|ec+unh3 'I'Be old- 'Fashohe& wa)/ ‘H\ey Il +urn on

a TV and |q7 a Video on whatever topic 'l"ne?r re
svmmsec} +o be +eac¥uh3 that clqy

26



There’s a video about eVer)/-H‘\ihs you could Possib\?f
imagine, which makes those 'l'eac\'\ers,JOJJS Pre'H'?f
easy. And there’s a whole series 'Fea-l'urihs +his
character hamed Rowan the Ram.

ROWAN THE RN

Teaches Long Didsion

)

o

0 AR |
QA A
"_'-l U\@A\\\'

There’s even one where Rowan lectures about how o

S'l'o? a bu"y.
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Since its Ah‘l‘i-Bull)iihs Month, eVer)/ teacher ?Id)/s
‘H‘\d"r Video. Ahd after seeihs T seven times in
ohe Ja)/, T ?reH71 sure 1 Ve got Rowan's whole

sPeec}-\ memorized.

.50 LET'S KICK BULLYING TO
THE CURB AND PROVE THAT
BEING KIND 1S WHAT THE

COOL KIDS DO! BECAUSE

ONLY YOU cAN sTOP
BULLYING IN ITS TRACKS!

1 wouldh'-i‘ mih& wq+c"\ih3 Videos ciurihs class if -l'}we
+eachers nc-funll)/ stuck around after -f)(\e}/ hit "\aln)z."
But as soon as a Video SFaras. +he7 +urn off the
IES)M'S and leave the room.

Th a middle school classroom, there’s ho‘l’}\ihs worse
+han darkness. 'ﬂ\e bes+ )/ou can do is Jus-l' tuck
)/.ou.r‘s.elf ihto a s?o+ where YOU woht 3e+ thurecl.

28



Because w}-\eh )/ou're +r7ih3 to make it ﬂ\rous\'\ a

sc}'\oo| day " you need to do w\'\d‘l'e\(er it takes.

’ﬂ\is Pr‘oblem doeSh'-l' look like it's Soihs qwa)/

c\hfh'me soon. So T Ve been saving up my allowance

for some of +hose hia\'rl'-visioh 3033\9.5.

I SEE YOU
SNEAKING UP ON
ME, JAMART! y




Earlier this week, when T left class o use the
bathroom 5 T found out where all the teachers
ge w}\eh we re wa+c\'\ih3 Vn'&eos. ﬂ\ey’re in -H\e
teachers’ lounge, wa-l'c}nihg their OWN movies.

So us kids decided to make a movie club of our own.
Uhfor-fuhd‘l'ely , all the films in the school |[br‘ar?/ are
more than FrF‘I'?/ years old.

S\N‘%\ﬁ\,& gE SOUND oF |N EST
RAl JERA
APCE LS

MUSIC
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One of the movies we watched was called “Wes+
Side S'i'ot’;f ," w\\ic"\ is about 'i'\‘\ese two gangs w\‘\o
161‘3}\'1' over +erri+or7l in New York CH’}/. Ah&

there’s a lot of singina, because it's a musical.
S

There’s dancin , 100, and it's kind of weird seein
) )
9ang members fisln-’r +hat way.




Half the class had never seen a musical before, so
‘l'\'\e 'i'l'\ous}\"r 'ﬂm‘l' mustve been \'\ow PeoPle used
to 1[{3);\-1' for real back in the old cla)/s.

Tlne conhversation 30‘1’ \'\ecﬁ'eci, and the next
ﬂ-\ihg ou knew, it was an all-out rumble. But
'lthhkfu.l.\)z our teacher came back before someone

30'1’ seriousb/ )nur'i'.

=

T
%
="

Il

(ffw

i

d

by
7.

So T guess +hat's the end of our movie club,
whic’n mis}ﬁ qc+ud||>/ be a soo& ﬂ\ihs. We were
su?Posed to watch “'ﬁ'h:\hic" next week, but Thve
heard the ehclihg is kind of a bummer.
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Tuesddx

1 ‘l'\'\ous}ﬁ &nhcihs gangs werent a real H\ihs 5
but now I)m not so sure.

Las+ hia‘ﬁ' my dad said that when he was my age,
ﬂ-\e)/ used to settle +¥'\ih35 on the ?lqyarouh& with
br‘eakdnhcihs battles. Ah& even 'l'}.\ous}'\ I l'mVC. a
little trouble ‘oelievihs him, he swears it's true.

I i

Tha re3u|qr -ﬁg*ﬁ, it's ?reH’?/ clear who's the
winher and who's the loser. But don+t ask me how

7ou’re suPPosed to Fisure out who wins in a Fisln'i'
with DANCING.
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A'f least in a SPor'f like boxihs )/ou know for sure
w"\o wins, because 'H'sere’s a referee w}xo decides.
But that's not +he ohI)/ +’nih3 boxihs gets n'3¥1+.

&

T/ 7ou’re a boxer, you get to wear silk robes and
have a cool nickname. And those two -H\ihss alone
would make my life a lot better at school.

PSYCHO
KILLER?

31



Plus, in boxih3 }/ou 3e+ a water break and a time-
out to cq+c}n 7°°r brea-’rh evzry few minutes. Ahd

if vou want to quH‘, ?/our mahager cah +hrow in a
towel to stop the fight.

When T learned about the towel -H\iha, T started
cqrr)/ihs ohe around school. Tm "\oPihs +he bullies
know there’s no ?oih‘f ih_starting a ﬁs’n‘f with me
since j: can \jus-l‘ END .




T'd rather use rn)l words than m fists, -ﬁ\oua\\.

One time, T saw a movie where +Kese auys did rap
battles to settle scores. And if that ever becomes
a ‘H'\ihs at my school, Tl be rea&y with some sick

rhymes.
s,:ﬁ”'

" CAREFUL HOW YOU TALK \ | 2
H/ | WHEN YOU SPEAK...
3 : I'M ABOUTA SEND YOU
YN TRIPPIN' INTO NEXT
ﬂ WEEK.! @

:

But if the clc\hciha g9ang +Hh3 ever catches on 5
then T guess the theater club is gonhna be the




SPeqkihS of clubs, the school started a new group
to "\el\) -Fis“rl' +he bullyih& ?rob|em and Pos-l'ed a
Sigh-=up sheet in the cafeteria. So far the club’s
oh\y 30+ ohe member, and it's no surPrise who it is.

" Kindness Klub |

SIGN-UP SHEET
Jarret+t Jollifee

Jarrett tried to recruit more members b)l brihsiha
in cu?cdkes +¥\d+ \'\is mom mdc}e at “\ome, w}'\i&\

Probnbl)/ seemed like a 300& idea to Jarrett.




But T guess Jarrett doesnt understand how
middle schoo|ers be}mVe i and i+ was like ‘l"nrowihs
raw meat into a s)nark +ank.

He couldve gone r‘is"\'l' down o Vice PrihciPo.l ROYJS
office_and told him what }-m.?Pehed....Bu# there’s
ho-t'nihs +hat'll put a target on your back c{uicker
+han beihs a tattletale. And that stinks, because
shH'c}\iha IS 50me+}\ih3 T sooci at.

MR LENNOX SEES YO
CHEWING BUBBLE GUM,
DARVIS JOHNSON!

38



ﬂ\e sn}\ool c}oeSh,‘l’ like shi-l"c)nihs, ei-ﬂwer, but
'H'\cﬁ"s because 'H'\e)/ doh"l' like }\avihs Yo &ec\l wH‘]'\
all the com?laih-i's -’r\-\e?/ get about bullyihs.

Las+ ){enr +he school set up-a box in the front
office for kids who wanted to file a report.

N E—

BULLYING
COMPLAINT
BOX

But anyone who filled out a report wasted their
time, because the forms went s+r‘ai3¥\+ into a
recycliha bin under the front desk.
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I ﬁgured if ahy bun)/ 30'1’ ‘l’\'\eir }-\ahds on ‘H\oSe
forms o IF WOUH be {m& news for 'l'\\e ki&s w‘wo
filled one out. So T filed a report oh Zander,

J“S+ in_case.

BULLYING INCIDENT FORM
| Report filedby: GREG HEFFLEY

Describe the incident in as much detail as possible

I THINK ZANDER IS COOL

This ){gc\.r.' the school switched to a comP.u:l.'eri.z.ed
sys-fem to record kids’ com?laih-fs. But that’s Just as

much of a waste of time as the com?lqih‘f box.

I'M HEARING THAT YOU ARE
EXPERIENCING PHYSICAL
CONFRONTATIONS DURING
SCHEDULED RECREATIONAL |
BREAKS.

I'™M GETTING \
PICKED ON
AT RECESS
'EVERY DAY!

Yo



So when it comes o deqlihs with bullies at school,
you’re basicn\ly on your owh. And my parents
arent any }\el?, either.

M)/ dad nlwn)/s +tells me +hat +he way to deal with
a bull)/ 1s to Puhch ﬂ-\em in the nose. But it's eas)/
to give that kind of advice when you,r..e__ not the
one who has to deal with what }m??ehs AFTER
the \)u‘nc%.

M){ mom used to be the person T4 go to for advice
on this kind of +\\ih3, but she hasnt been much
\-\elp lari'el)/.

‘t



'ﬂ'\n-f’s because she's been reo\dihs +his book that's
super ?o?“l"‘r with parents ris}n-r now.

ENCOURAGING YOUR CHILDREN
TOBECOME INDEPENDENT
PROBLEM-SOLVERS

i guess its a 3004 idea to let kids ﬂsure out how
+o solve 'H\eir owh ?roblems. But ‘H‘\e +r‘u-H'\ IS,

life was a lot better when Mom handled all of my
?roHems FOR me.

Y2



T Just wish this book that was PoPular a few
years ago would make a comeback, because T liked
+hat parenting s+>/|e WAY better.

lll |r |l|
' ll|1| R E L vy Ly |

;STEP' N

H uFIXITFORVOURKIDSSD" !
v, THEYDONTHAVETO | -'-'

|II|‘|I|I‘|1|| |

Moms qlways readuhs books that teach her
parenting tips, and |n+el)/ Tve been wm&enh\g f
some of those strategies would work on +he bullies
a+ school.
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One of the ‘H\ihss my mom does when my li+tle
brother Manny +hrows a +antrum is called
“re&irecﬁha," which is Se-HihS him to focus on
someﬂ'\ihg +hat's not the 'H'\ihg he’s U\ase‘l' about.
And most of +he time, it nc+un||>/ works.

OOH, T WONDER HOW
o MANY SPOTS ARE ON

THIS LADYBUG?
™™ h AAAMAN
&/
: W

Uhfor+uha+e|)/ , that 4rick doesnt seem to have the
same effect on bullies at my school.

12::13..14%!
14 SPOTS ON
THIS LADYBUG!
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Another s-l’ra-l'esy my mom uses on Mqhh)/ is called
“Vqlir}a-l'ihs ," which means descri{)ihe }\is fee“hss ‘o
get him 1o calm down. And T remember her using
that on me back when T was his age.

I CAN SEE THAT
YOURELPSET
YOUR TOY IS

BROKEN!

But that one doesnt reall)/ work with bullies, either.
Th fact, i+ J'us+ seems to make them MADDER.

I UNDERSTAND YOU'RE "\
SAD THAT THE
CAFETERIA RAN OUT
OF CHOCOLATE MILK!




Ih aho‘l‘l\er book Mom's renc}ihs, -I‘}\ere,s a c\'\ar'l'
that's SUP?osed +o_teach your kids how to deal
with a bu“)/iha incident, and she shared it with me.

HOW TO DEAL WITH A BULLY

IS THERE A GROWN-UP NEARBY?

YES NO

- -

ASK FOR
HELP CANYOU

'-WALK AWAY?

]

YES NO

. :

FIND A TRY USING

GROWN-up_ HUMOR TO

WIN THE
AND ASK FOR
HELP BULLY OVER

v

DID HUMOR

l_ WORK?

YES NO

v

REMIND THE BULLY THAT IT'S ALWAYS
BETTER TO BE KIND AND RESPECTFUL
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But Tve {followed the steps all the way -I‘}'\roua\‘\,
and all T can say is that whoever wrote that +hih3
has Probdbl)/ never dealt with a bully in real life.

A PENGUIN, A HORSE, AND
A ONE-LEGGED PIRATE
WALK INTO A BAR...

Mom sa)/s it's important to remember that most
bullies are the way -H\e)/ are because +’ne)/ Nave a
+ou3"\ "\ome life. But R)/ldhd Ryh"\erd 9oes +to m7/

c}wrch, and it looks to me like he comes from a

Pre++7/ loving family.

MAY OUR HEARTS KEEP SINGING TRUE,
PEACE BEGINS WITH ME AND YOU! J?




You'd think that going +o church eVer)/ Suhc}n)/
mis\\-l' have a positive effect on a kid like Rylah&.
But b)/ Moh&ny morhing he’s righ'l' back to beih3

aJerk.
== E";SWYE&;/E ==
=1
8 Z 18 8
JO

La-fel?( , Tve been -i'.r?f.ihs +o remind him of what we
learned on Suh&ay , 1IN _case some'i'}\ihs clicks. But
Tm not sure Tm SE'H'ihS 'H‘\rou\:a"\.

§3 J EVERY STEP AND EVERY MILE, dd o
LOVE CAN MAKE THE WHOLE WORLD SMILE!




Frida
mzie ago, 'H‘\e sc}\ool 30‘1‘ sick of Jealihs wi‘H'\
bullyiha comPlaih-l's, so +’ne7 installed a bunch
of se.curi-ry cameras in the ]\allways. And even
ﬂ\oueh it hasnt been a popular decision with my
classmates, T'm }mﬂa)/ to give up a li+tle PriVacy
for some extra .sa{ei')(.

Il Il

The school even ?u-f cameras in the classrooms so

ﬂ‘m'l' +eo\chers &ic}h,'l' \'\cwe +o kee? -l'urhihs around
4o deal with an issue ev.er)/ five seconds.
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But ‘H‘\d‘l‘ created a hew Prob\em, because +enc¥\ers
were sPehdihS 'l')neir eVehihss at *\ome wa'l'c)nihs -H'\e
?la)/back to catch the stuff that ){m??ehec} when

their backs were turned &urihs class.

‘51- -

S
S
\..l
So the school gave parents access o +he nmerqs
so 'H'\e)/ could watch what was going oh.in +he

classrooms live. And some kids’ parents got way
‘oo into it.

WHAT’S THE HIGHEST
PEAK IN AFRICA?

—

KILIMANJARO! )

w i




‘ﬂwr turned into a new }\eac}nc}\e for ﬂ\e
+eqc\'\ers 5 because -H'\eyf started 3e'H'ih3 compldih'l's
about the wa7/ -H\ey were Joihs +heir Jobs.

X1 A\ A [i]

TO: Finn, Christopher
FROM: Heffley, Susan
SUBJECT: Correction

Dear Mr. Finn-

On Wednesday, you said that the capital
of Australia is Sydney, which is a
common mistake. It’s actually Canberra.

But 'ﬂf\ihss got even worse &urihs. Pc\rehi'-fi'encher
conferences, when some parents com\alqihe& +hat
their kids werent getting called on ehoush in
class. That's when the teachers realized -ﬂ\e)/ had
+o make a c}-mhae.




So they disabled the cameras in the classrooms,
}'\o?iha +hat would solve the Problem. But a lot of
?ureh'fs had gotten used 4o seeing what was goihg
on in their kids' classes, and +}ne>/ called the school
to_complain.

.ﬂf\.e Sc.lwaol decided to allow queh'i'.s. to attend
classes in persoh, -H\ihkihs ho one would take them
up on their offer.

But I 9uess._some_grown-ups }mVe a lot of free
+ime on their hands , and all of a sudden .eVer‘y .

class was crowded with ?areh'l's, ihdu&ihs one of

MINE.




Some queh‘i‘s even started qu‘l’ici?a-ﬁha in class
and would call out an answer before d.h)/ of us
actual students had a chance.

WOULD
ANYONE LIKE
TO COME
SOLVE THIS
PROBLEM?

T+ became a real issue, and the school had +o put
a_stop to it. EsPecially after the parents burned
ﬂ\rous}n the art su?Plies that were Su?PoseJ to
las+ -H-\e w\'\ole ?/ear.
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ﬂ-\e sc}\ool went back to }\ow ‘H\ihss were before

+)ne ?U+ cameras in ‘H‘\e classrooms, because ‘l'\'\q-l' was
a lot less hassle for the teachers. Uhfor'l'uhn'i'el)/,
“back to normal” was bad news for ME.

So T started lookihs for reasons to get out of
class o.h)/ chance T could. But +here are oh|>/ so
mc\h)/ +times )/ou can ask +o use the bathroom before
your teacher gets nhhoye&.

7/

#

a
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Luckil)/, T'm able 4o get out of Social Studies all
+he time. That's because Mr. Finch is in love with
Miss S-I'arlihs, the Art teacher, and he's alwa)/s
lookih3 for a student to deliver her a message.

GREGORY, WOULD YOU
PLEASE BRING THIS NOTE
TO MISS STARLING IN

=]
| | THE ART ROOM?
fr)
Z

For Some reason, 'H'\er‘e,s a rule at rn)/ SCl'\ool
against +eachers dd-\'ihs. That means Mr. Finch and
Miss S-hxrlihs have o .kee‘) +heir relq-tiohshi\a under

wraps. But their secrets safe with me, es?ecially if
it gets me out of Social Studies twice a ?en'od.

Plus, T get out of Art class whenever Miss S-harlihs
sends a note BACK.

o5



Sometimes T get curious about what the notes
between +)r\ese 4wo_lovebirds look like, S0 1,” sneak
a Peek when T'm in the hc\llwqy. But T d‘Wd)IS
end up regretting it.

72"‘:)’&—
~ Ybu look /e'h:/my /n

Your art Smock foc/a)/.'
— Martn

T ad’uc\")/ worried that Miss Starling is gonna
break up with Mr. Finch, and then T won+t have
ah excuse to get out of class. So sometimes Tl
-H-\row in Some‘f’nih& extra to }'\?J? Mr. ‘Fihc*'\ up HS

3nme.

- A GIFT FROM

I MR. FINCH!
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I‘l’ must be stressful for -l'\'\e +wo of them +o be
in a relq-l-iohship with all those cameras in +he
“m”wq)/s. And eVer?/ time T see them in Public,
+\‘\e)/ act like -H\e)/ barely know each other.

AND A VERY
FINE DAY TO
\ \YOU, MR. FINCH! /

GOOD DAY,
™MISS
STARLING!

But if +lne7 waht to meet up out of +¥\e camera s
eye durihs +he school &o?/ , +\\e)/ should learn where
+he blind sPo+s are, the wa?/ the bullies have.




T think +he school has given up +r)/ih3 to -l'am‘)

down on bu||7ih3, because 'H'\ere are So mnhy wqys

kids can hide it.

So how the school’s focused on verbal bull)/ihg, which
is another way of sayihg hqme—callihg. E.Very class
has a list of banned words on the whiteboard in +he
front of the room, and the lists kee? growing.

Banned Words
dumb Fool idiot

Ciumm)/ nerd  Nitwit
S+upl'd dork Fo r‘hcoce
CJOO'FUS

[ J

T’ne Puhishmeh*i' for a kid sayihs one of the
banned words is losing +heir recess privileges for
+he Jay. But once a certain number of banned
words is reached, the whole CLASS aets Puhis}\ec{
with silent lunch. |
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PerSOhnII}/, T dont see silent lunch as a
Puhishmeh‘l' 5 because :Cm +)ne kihd of person w%o
likes +o read in the cafeteria. So when T walked
in Mr. Bittner’s classroom +o&n>/, T rattled off
ehough words +o get us over +he limit.

—

IDIOT STUPID
DORK FARTFACE
DOOFUS NERD!

N

¥ )
Z .

The thing is, silent lunch isnt TOTALLY silent.
Ah& it's hard to concentrate on your book when

+he person hext to you is a loud chewer.




T+ turns out there are a LOT of kids who arent
{)is fans of silent |uhc)n ; and a few of ‘l'\'\em let me
know about i+ when lunch ended. But T'm Pre-H')/
sure +Be7/ dont o\c-fuall?: know my name, which is
?robably a 300& ‘l')nihe.

BOOKER!

—

Now T have 4o avoid the Iibrary, where T found
out some bullies have been waiting for me. And
+hat s+ihks, because IJus+ finished a book and T

wqh-l'ed +to ero\b -H'\e next one in -H'\e series.

] |
)
.|

===




What T could use ri3h+ about now is a bodysuard,
or maybe a who|e TEAM of 'H\em. But I \‘\d\feh"f

made my fortune )/e-l', so thats a lohs way off.

NO
AUTOGRAPHS!

Even if T COULD afford bodysuarcls ; T'm hot
sure how comfortable T'd be with SU)IS }'\dhﬁihs
around me eVer)/ second. Becauvse T like my
personal space.
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The ohly Peop\e my age who have their own
bo&ysuqrds are the kids of \)oli'h'cidahs and celebrities.
But it would stink raining to be a bod;{suard just
to find yoursel-F back in a classroom.

REMEMBER THAT WE
START OUR HAIKU
UNIT ON TUESDAY! /

The kids at school who ac‘hmlly DO have protection
are the bullies’ sidekicks, like Zander's riah—r-hahd
vy Tarik Moh+30mer7. And The qlwn)/s wondered
how a person gets +hat J'ob.

—




As far as T can +ell, the main requirement is +hat
7ou |qu3\'\ at a bu”y,s Jokes. Ah& even 'H‘\ouah most
bullies arent Very fuhh?/, Tl bet T could fake it

it T had +o.
WHAT'S UP, HEH, HEH:
FOUR-EYES? GOOD ONE!

‘ﬂ\e o+)ner "r}\ihs 7ou,Ve 30-H'o\ be wi“ihs o &o
as a sidekick is make sure your bu“?/ is Pr‘oPer\y
hy&nﬁe&, which is impor-tant clurihs a -ﬁs}ﬁ.




I guess sidekicks do O‘I’)ner S‘hrﬁ, too0, like
cqrryihe 'H'\eir bu”y,s {mck?dck and hel?ihs wi'l'\‘\
+heir homework. Ahd +hat doesnt seem so bad.

I TYPED UP YOUR BOOK
REPORT AND PUT IT IN A
CLEAR PLASTIC BINDER!

U.hfor-tuho\-tel)/, those sidekick Jobs are Pre++7/
hard to come by, and once a kid se‘l‘s ohe, ﬂ\e)/
hold on o it. But if a slot ever opens up, T be
ren&y +to -l'\\row m)/ hat in ‘H‘\e rihs.

YOU'LL FIND THAT I'™M

ALWAYS ON TIME AND I
DON'T MIND WORKING
LONG HOURS!




The ac-l"ualI)/ got my own sidekick, and that's

m?/ best friend, Row\e)/ Jefferson. But |d'l'e|7 we
}mVeh’-l' been \\dhﬁihg out as muc}\. 'ﬂ'm‘l"S because
Rowley started +akih3 karate, and now he doesn*
really have time for nh)/‘l')nihe else.

\When R.o.w.\ey si.s.hed_ up for karate, T got
excH‘e&, because T. +hou3)n+ }\e could be MY
bo&ysunr'é. And +hat could d-mhae my whole

situation at school, es?ecinll)/ in the cafeteria.




APPareh‘H}/ Rowleyjs do Jo teaches that fia}vhhs 1S
a BAD ‘l'\'\iha, 'H'\ous\‘\, and it sl'\oulc} ohly be used

in_self-defense.

T real\y dont see the point of learning karate if
)/ou‘r‘e hot gonhnha ad’uany USE . Ah& if I could
break boards with my bare hands T4 do it eVery
c)nthe I 30+.




Plus, if T knew how to do karate kicks, T

wwl&h’ﬁ' “mVe Yo {)oﬂ'\er memoriz.ihs my |ocker

combiho\-l'ioh at sc}\ool.

But those karate outfits look like -Hwe)/'& be a
li+tHe +oo warm in ﬁ'\e summertime. So I’d Probnbly
Just wear the bel+ on P°°I &q?fs.

(awn) g . A

oPROING




There's a studio near my house called Tron Fist
Kara-ha, but T worry that if T start going
there, i+l mess up my }mhd-mo&elih\g career.

Plus, Alber+ thcb/ said that if you get to be a
'l’\\ird-c}esree black bel+, you have o register )/our
hands as lethal wedponhs. And that could be a
Problem, because getting -l')nraus’n airport securi-f?/
is enough of a hassle as it is.

¥ be 2 seep

SERIOIISI- V2

Albert 4old us he heard about a vy who trained
with some monks for five 7enr$ and got so 300&

at karate that he learned o concentrate all his
power in just ohe PINKIE.
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Albert said this 3“}’}5 Pihkie ?uhc}\ could blow a
}'\o|e clear ‘H‘\roua"s a brick wall.

\/

A\

?
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N
o
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& Q i : /:"'- % r

But Tve 4ried doihs it myseh[ , and either T'm

cohceh+ra+ih3 +o0o hard or T'm not cohceh‘l'ra+ih3

hard ENOUGH.

_




Rowley's serious about this nonviolence thing, and
\'\e woht even \‘wr'i' a bua. Ih fact P T. }\qri ‘o
stop wnlkihs to school with him because he takes
way too lohs, es?ecially after it starts to rain.

T+s not J'us-f worms, -H\ous)n. T+'s microbes and
amoebas , too. And Row‘ey won+t set foot on
the locker room floor, because he's worried he'll

accideh‘hll)/ kill Some-l'\'\ihs.




Dont ask me how mah)/ microbes T Ve s+e‘>‘>e&
oh in my lifetime. T °h|)’ }\o?e when you get o
Hea\'eh +hose -H\ihss arent the ones in d‘mrse.
Because if +)ne)/ are, 1 could be in trouble.

But i+'s not \juS'l' in real life w}nere Rowley’s

worried about )nur-l"ihs someohe or some-ﬂ'\ihs. I-I"s
in_make-believe, +oo.

Me and Row|e7 Pld)f +his role-?la?/ihs fahﬂ'asy
game called Mqaick and Monsters, and Row\ey’s
c\wqr‘ad'er 1S hame& Tar&or Iroh\'\ide, w)no,s a

c}waﬁf warrior.

n



[;?/ character is a wizard named Snorrek the
ickec}, and 'H'\e two of us }\qu slain a lot of
Dark Orcs over the years.

S

o)
v A O
NgTes

»

After Rowle)/ started +nkih3 karate, T guess
he got uncomfortable with all the orc-sla)/ihs. So
he retired Tarsor Tronhide and created a new
character, a druid named Sarmon Hollowind.

At first T didnt mind, because T +\‘\ou3¥\+ a

druid could use mind powers as a weapon.
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But this avy didnt have c\h)/ powers at ALL, and he
sPeh"r most of Hs time \\ealiha ﬂ'\e creatures we were

suPPosed 4o be FIGHTING.

MAKE SURE TO KEEP YOUR
ANKLE ELEVATED UNTIL
THE SWELLING GOES DOWN!

After a while ¥ Mdsick and Monsters wasnt fun
c\hymore St T c}ui'f \)quiha. Ah& even 'l'}\ous}\ T
not a fan of the new Row\ey , sometimes 1 wish T
could tune ‘!']nu'hss out the wo?/ he does.




Sa-l'urdqx

EVer since Rowle?! Joihed karate » I,Ve \'\a& +to
P|d7/ my -Fis’n-ﬁha video games solo. But recentl

T asked Mom 4o ?Iq)/ with me, and T made the
mistake of WINNING.

7

That made Mom ban eVery video game with any kind
of violence in it, ch}\ IS Pre‘l'-l')/ much eVer7f+\'\ih3 T
own. That means Tve had +o 90 back +o ?|a)/ih3
my OLD games, which arent as much fun as T

rememb ered .

The best one T could find was a game called Critter
Crossihg, where )/ou create a \‘\ouSe and Pn)/ for
stuff like furniture and artwork b)/ c{,oihs +hese
random tasks for other characters.
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But dont ask me w}ny I ever +"\ou3h+ +hat doihs
chores for a kodla bear hqme& Percival Pookie was

a 300& wny +to sPeh& m)/ time.

PERCIVAL SAYS

PLEASE FETCH ME
693 CORN COBS.

Moms ban went way be?rohd video games, -!'}\ous}\.
T'm not even allowed to watch TV shows with
amy violence in them, and neither is amyohe

ELSE in +he fdmily.

Tn fact, she made a rule that all the television we
watch has to be educational.
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But the ohl)/ educational channel the whole -Fami\)/
could agree on is_the National Wildlife C\'\o\.hhel,

which has a bunch of shows about animals.

Jﬂ\e crqz?/ ‘l')nihs is, some of those shows are WAY
more Violent than a.hy-ﬂwihg inmy Video games. And
i.'w. been .lwn.vi.h& hial‘ri'mqres ever since I Saw an
ePiso&e where a giant snake ate a full-ar‘owh goat.

THE BURMESE PYTHON
WILL TAKE WEEKS TO
PIGEST TS PREY
HOOVES AND ALL.

------

What Tve learned from wa+c}\ih3 +he National
Wildlife Channel is that you should never get
too d‘H‘dc\\e& to0 any of +)ne animals, because -H'\e
chances of them mnkiha it out of an ePiso&e alive

are ?reﬁy slim.
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One time, we watched a show about seals \ivihs
n Ah-harcﬁcn, and ﬂ-\e star was a pup hamed

PoPsicle.

But when PoPsicle was ready to take his first
swim, 1 had -ForSO‘H'eh what uswlly )naPPehs n
-H\eSe -l'}nihss.

POOR POPSICIE DOESN'T
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST
A HUNGRY ORCA.




After 9:00 pem., the National Wildlife Channel
runs shows about insects, w\-\ic)n are even worse ‘l‘\'\dh
the ones with animals. And T'm Pr‘e-H'71 sure the
reason —I-%e)fre onh so late is because H\e)fre +o+all7/
inappropriate for children.

THE JEWEL WASP
STINGS THE
COCKROACH'S

BRAIN, TURNING IT

INTO A MINDLESS

ZOMBIE.

‘ﬂxose s}\ows are worse -me omy \-\orror moVie 'IJVe
ever seen. Ln fact , ohe ePESOJe about Pr‘a)/ihs
mantises made me decide T'm never 3e++ih3 married.

THE FEMALE
PRAYING MANTIS
DEVOURS ITS
HELPLESS MATE.



The shows T like the best on the National
\a\]ilc}life C\'\dhhel are 'H'\e ones set in "r\'\e A-Fricqh
savahna, where there are a bunch of animals like
lions and sirc\”‘es and rhinos. But the more T
watch those shows, the more T realize that middle
scl\ool isnt so different from +¥\e ahimal kihsdom.

On the savanna, some animals work -i'ose-ﬂ\er to
survive. | learned that the reason w%y zebras and
wildebeests }\ahs out with each other is because
zebras have great e)/esis}'ri‘ and wildebeests have
a_great sense of smell, so 'l'oae-’r}'\.er they can
sense w}\eh a ?re&a-’for 1S aPProac)nihs. Ahd -H\o\-l"s
?robably +he reason Jemq.rey Swanson and Jake

McGous}\ have alwars been such soocl friends.

|

SNIFF —

[t ]




Over millions of )/eo\rs, animals have come vp with
all kinds of qqu-l-c\-l-iohs to_survive. Snakes
JeVeIo?ed poisonous. Vehom, and rhinos grew horns
to fisl'ﬁ' of £ +heir enemies.

Giraffes sprou+ec} lohs necks so 'H\ey could reach
leaves on l'\igln-up brnhches. and see \)r.ed_d'.l'.ors
coming from long distances. Which could ex\vlaih
w\'\)/ Chad Lafﬂe)/ grew eia’n-f inches over the

summer break.

Lots of animals have scales and quills and other
stuff to ?ro+ec+ them. But if T could be an
animal, T'd be a turtle, because hoﬂ\ihs beats
\'\avih\g a shell you can hide inside.
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T£ T had a shell, Td do a TON of -l'rasl'\--l'qlkihs

n sc“\ool because I could se‘l' awa?/ wi'l'l'\ Fa o

HEY JORDAN, DID
YOUR ™MOMMY
! DRESS YOU TODAY?

Or maybe it would be better 4o have SPIKES,

like a Pu-ﬁer‘ fis‘-\. Because +}\a+ would SEVe me _Some

extra breq-l')nihs room in the hqllways.

—
—_—
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Some animals have ways of getting ?redd'l'ors to
back off, like when a rattlesnake shakes its +ail.
That gave me +he idea to brms one of Mahh?/s old
baby "I'O)/S to school with me, but T 3e+ +he -Feelma
i+'s_more ahhoyuhg than nh+|mndq+|h3

Some moths and ca-terPiHars have markihss +hat

—

L]

make 'H'\em look +erri{>/ih3 +o o*l'}\er‘ animals. But no

matter how mnhy times T ask my mom 1o let me get

a face tattoo 5 I can hever 9e+ "\er +to sqy Ves

i




Another ac}n\?'h:\‘l’ioh animals use to drive Predc\‘l”ors
c\wqy 1S beihs able to ?roduce a terrible smell, like
a skunk. And T'm ?reH'?/ sure the reason T llis
Georse rolls around in a clum?ﬁer eVeryl morhing is
to give himself an extra la){er of protection.

But the kid that NOBODY messes with is nhamed
Aaron Nicklesize, who everyone calls Hohe?l Boac}ser.

A hone: ba&ger is o kind of weasel with reall)f
thick skin, and ﬂ'\e?/’re +o+c\||)/ FEARLESS. The
other hia\\-l' T saw an e?isoc{e on the National
Wildlife Channel where a \'\ohey {chlser got bit b)f
a Vehomous smke, then Jus-l' s)nrussecl it off like
hoﬂ-\ihs ho.?pehed.
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Well, Aaron Nicklesize got his nickname for a
reason. Last week " he climbed up a tree and ri?PeJ
a beehive off a brahc’n, and 30‘1’ s+uh3 about ﬂf-’ry
times &oihs i

, /

But Aaron didnt even FLINCH. And it's things
like that which explnih w\'\)/ he's got a cafeteria
+able all o himself.




Some animals get ?redcﬁ‘ors to s+n7 away Just b)/
beiha WEIRD, like Jell)/-ﬁs% and horseshoe crabs.
Our school’s version of that kind of creature is

Fre3|e)/, who sometimes comes to school covered in

ma\)|e 5)"'“? and Cheerios.

Animals like rabbits and deer have eyes on the sides
of their heads so +)ne7 can see what's aoihs oh

all around them. And if T had eyes ke that T
wouldn* have gotten my pizza slice_stolen last week
at lunch.

EMERGENCY
EXIT

| —
=
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T ac-ruall)/ started brihsihs my moms little mdkeuV
mirror ‘o sc}\oo| so I can ccﬁcl’\ ?eople s.heqkihe
up behind me. Ah& as a bohus, how 1 Ve 30'1’ hice

colorihs on rn)/ c“\eeks.

Some animals like gazelles and antelopes survive
because of their SPEED + which is wa Tm
‘l'\‘\ihkihs about J'oihihs the track t+eam when T 3e+
to Ha*w school.




SPeec} 1S ho mn'fcl'\ 'For POWER 5 ‘l’}\ous}\, dhc}
-H'\d'i',s w%d‘l' mqkes bullies ‘l'\'\e lions of midd|e sc\‘\ool.
Because if yau,re hot at the -I'op of the food c\‘mih,
then )mu’re what's for lunch.

———

But there’s one -’r\'\ih\g that beats power, and
thats INTELLIGENCE. The whole reason human

beihss rule +he ?lahe*f is because of our bia brains.

Ahd ‘H’\d‘\' 30‘]‘ me ‘l'"\ihkihs. Since ijm hever gohha
be +he +ou3)nes-’r or bisses-t kid, md}lbe +here’s a
different way +o survive middle school.
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I decided -ﬁ\e wa)/ I’m gohha do -H\orl' IS b?/
S‘l'udyihs bu“ies, ﬂ'\e Same wo.)/ a z.oo|osis-l' studies

animals. Becauvse if T can understand the way

bullies BEHAVE, maybe T can outsmart them.

As soon as T started -H\ihkihs +his way, T besah
hotticing +Hh35 T hadn* before. For one ‘H‘\u'hs, most
bullies are sluaaish in the morhing. But if +)ne7 ever

discover coffee, then the rest of us are in trouble.




ﬂ\e most &ahaerous time of -H‘\e sc%oo| da?/ iS at
recess, wx'\ic)r\ comes Jus-i' before |uhch. ‘ﬂ'\cﬁ"s wl'\eh
bullies are }mhsr‘?/ and 'i'\'\ey,re on the hunt.

But even a bully is smart eho.us}'\ hot to c}nnllehae
a threat that's BIGGER +han them, which is w]\r

T alwa)/s stick close to the recess monitor.

DON'T YOU WANT
TO GO PLAY WITH
THE OTHER KIDS?




I'Ve discovered ‘H’\cﬁ' bullies )naVe ‘l’)neir owh
territories, which is sood to know when you’re

-l'r]/ihﬁ +o Plah out your route to school.
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Sometimes bullies have &is‘:u-l'es over \\uh‘ﬁhs
3rouh&s ; qhd ‘H\e lines are cth'hah'l'l?r s'niPrihs.
This week, Brian Kersey kicked Stefen Cory out
of his +erri+or)/, so Stefen had +o 9o |ookih3 for

a hew drea to take over.

U.hfo.r+uhq+e.|>/ for him, all the .soo.d. spots were
alread)/ taken, and the oh|7 available space was
the stretch of sidewalk in front of the police

station. But thats not emc‘H?/ a srecﬁ location

‘FOI" a {30”7. | | i I |

i

EVery once in a while a JDu“yr will lose their

+erri+or7/ and cant replc\ce i+ with a new one.
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Finh Devlin ruled the woods behind the school for

as |ohs as T can remember, which was w)ny we
couldn® use it as a shortcut.

But a cleVeloPer bou\cﬁ'\‘i’ +he lnh&, so now Finn's

3o+ nowhere +o 9.
D




EVer)/ bullys got their own natural habitat. Reed
Cotter likes srass?/ areas, and b}/ 'H'\e +ime you

notice him, it's too late.

';“ A \/ ~

/0 //\‘ /‘ : //i ‘/,6\. /n\\?\ %,\ ({’y
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Grass bullies like Reed are a\wn)/s covered in ticks,
and mud bullies are ﬁ‘Wd}/S -Fnl‘l'}'\ But if 7ou ask me e

+he worst Vame-ly iS o Swamp bul\y which is what
Behhne I<0‘H' iS.




Bullies have their own INDOOR +erritories carved
out, too. Will Brod)( controls the zone between
lockers 55 and 77 on the second floor. But Todd
Browns +erri+or>/ starts at locker 78 and goes all
the waty to locker 94.

'

o111

E ven the cafeteria is sliced up-into different
territories. Most bullies control two or three +ables,
but a J£>u||7l as biﬁ as R}/lc\hd R}/.h\werd can control as

mqhy as fiVe.

T'm at one of Dexter Platts tables, and
uh-ror‘l'uhd‘feb( he has the same taste in snacks as
me. But T'm kind of tired of giving my oatmeal
cream pies to a kid like that every da)/.

i




T Neard Pou3 Botcher likes a\a?le slices, and T4
be \‘mpyy 4o hand MINE over at lunch. But when
T tried se-H'ihS traded to one of Pousis -h:\bles,
Dexter wasn+ )naviha it.

T guess T should be 3lnd T'm not at one of
Zander's tables, because he’s got a bis appetite
+hat goes way beyohd SNACKS.




One ‘H'\Ehs that's sur‘:rised me is how ?re&ic-l'nble

most bullies are. Ah& 1 can ell ?!ou exnc"rly w\'\eh
Quintin S’narp is_gohha gjive a kid a swirl}/ in the
boys, room, ris}'\‘f dowrwoﬁ'o ;ﬂ'\e second.

now, 1 Ve sort of become an expert on +he bullies
at my Sc}'\oo|, dh& 1,Ve co“ed‘e& a ton of &d‘l‘d. But
i+'s too much information to carry in rv?r }xen&, so

Tve been writing eVer7+1n.'h3 down and putting it in
Rowley’s old Masick and Monsters binder.

quihs all +his khow|ed3e is hice, but the 'H\ihs
T WISH T had was a way to track bullies in real

+ime, So T knew which areas to avoid.
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Then T could create an app and use it on my
mom's old P\'\ohe.

BULLY TRACKER

The way zooloais-rs track animals is b?( s\woo-l-ihs
them with a tranquilizer dart and then tagging
them. But that would be a little +rick)/ , and it
?robdbly isnt legal anyway.




Tuesén?f

1 &ecided +o make ‘H\ihss more_official wi-ﬂ'\ all
the information Tve been sd-l"nerihs. So T 17/\9&&
E‘.Ve‘.rfﬂ‘\ihs up-onh a comPU'l'er and ?rih'l'ecl it out.

T'm not sharing this stuff with anyone else,
tl'."\ous}\ , because if other kids in m?{ srade know
what T khow, then T wont have ah?/ acl\mh-fase.
Bes[des, eVeryohe needs to do their own research.

1,1'\'1 dc+ud“>l WOr'ried I,Ve 3o+ a little TOO muc"\
information in my binder, because T s-l'qr-.l'ihs
o )r.\c\Ve +rouble. c\osihs it Ahd +}\c\+‘s because 1
created an individual page for every bully.

1 even crea‘l'ed a Power-rahkihs s)/S‘I'em . like ‘H'\ey
ha\re for v[deo game c\wqrad'ers. So how I know
\'\ow 'i')ne bullies compare o eac'n O‘H'\er.
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Name: Terry Goff

Power ranking:

1. 8.8, 0. $A¢

Attacks:

Atomic wedgie, tripping,
poking

Known habitats:

First-floor bathroom, outside
music room, monkey bars

Weaknesses:

Fear of worms, poor balance

Sidekick:

Eric Deacon f R

19




T started keePihs track of weaknesses, too, because
if 700 know a bu"yl’s vulnerabilities , 1t can red"y “\e|\>.

Thn fact , T Jus+ found out that R)/\dmcjr R}lhl\erd
is al|er3fc +o ?oHeh, which could come in hand
if *\e ever corners me hear 'H\e dandelion Pcﬁ‘c}-\

behind the school.
| I

T Ve also added a new section 4o the back of
each sheet, which is a list of a bullyjs CRICIES,
Because someone s}\oulcl be kee?ihs track of ‘H‘\is
stuff, and the school’s +oo busy to kee? com?le-l"e

records.
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But it's taking me a lot longer than T thought
it would. Tohish‘t' T focused on Mac DU'F‘F)/’S rap
sheet for this year, and T ohly got vp o March.

JANUARY 3:
THREW ICE BALL AT
SAFETY PATROL

JANUARY 7:
STUFFED SNOW IN VICE
PRINCIPAL ROY’S BOOTS

FEBRUARY 1:
DREW RUDE DRAWINGS ON
VALENTINE’S DANCE POSTERS

FEBRUARY 14:
PUT RAISINS IN VALENTINE'S
DANCE FRUIT PUNCH BOWL

MARCH 1:
PUT VICE PRINCIPAL ROY’'S BOW
TIE IN TOILET

S

MAC DUFFY RAP SHEET ,;Q;:_
/
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Some bullies like Gerry Stills have gotten into so much
trovble that T had 4o staple an EXTRA sheet o

+heir page. But T wanted to make sure someone had
a record of him beihs +he one who sPr‘ead mustard on

+he windshield of Vice PrihciPnl Roy's Picku? truck.

Most of the crimes T listed were ones T'd heard
nbou-l', but a few items come from firsthand
khowledse. And Just +o&a7 T added an eh-h’)/
in Jacob Johnson's record for +7rih3 my shoes

'1’035‘”\3"'- EMERGENCY
EXIT
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When i+ comes to a bully's crimes, 1 ve got a
memor)/ like an EL EPHANT. ﬂ'\e first item on
Jason Schwartz's rap sheet is from back in first
3ra&e, when he emP'h'ecl out a tube of 3|H'+er 3|ue
on ry Srilleci cheese sandwich.

& 5]

T dont limit my reporting to +he school year,
‘l'}\aus)n. 'ﬂ-\ere are a few incidents that }\aPPehe&
over the summer that T +hink are also worth
PU'["HhS into ‘l'l'\e record.




One of the games we Play at the Poo| is called
Sharks and Minnows. And a few nights ago
there was an e\)isode on the National Wildlife
Channel about how schools of little fish can work
+03e+¥\er to 1[1'3‘\'!' back against a ?rec{eri'or like a
shark.

THE MINNOWS SWARM THE
HAMMERHEAD SHARK,
CONFUSING THE LARGER
FISH AND DRIVING IT AwWAY.

A

That got me -Hwihkihs. The reason the bullies get
away with doing what ‘H\e)/ do is by singling out
the smaller kids.

So T started WO‘nden'hs what mig}vl' hnppeh if a
bunch of kids like me banded '!'ose-ﬂ\er, +he way
minhows do when ﬂ-\ey’re beihs chased b?/ a shark.
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The ﬂxihs is, T dont have a lot of friends who'd
be on board with SOMC‘H‘)ihﬂ like that. But +hen
T Nad a gehius idea, which was to start a clvb. T
even brough'i' in some sunflower seeds to make sure
T attracted the riS)n‘l' crowd.

SwJuc-I-cInns C|u|» "

Our first official meeting of the Birdwatching Club
was_after school +odn7/. But since all the 300&
meeting spaces were booked b)/ other clubs, the best
we couH se-l‘ was a SUPP‘?I closet in -H-\e basement.

105



As soon as the last kid arrived, T shut the door
behihd me. ﬂ'\eh 1 +o|d ‘H’\em -Hwe +ru+}\ ’ w\'\ic\'\
was that this wasnt c\c+ual|7f a birclwn-l'c}\ihs club.

T almost lost half the room ris}ﬁ' +here . because
i+ turns out that these kids were into birds for
REAL. But -Hweh 1 gave m)/ PH‘C\‘\.

1 -l'o‘c} +)nem }xow sc)noo|s of ﬁs}\ work +ose+}\er‘
+o confuse Predn—i'ors , and that mc\)/be we could do
the same kind of 'ﬂm‘hg with the bullies at school.

Nobodr seemed too excited about that idea, -H\oua}\,
so T 1ried a different angle.
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I c}mhsed it from s)no\rks and minhows to ‘mwks
and Sparrows, and all of a sudden eVerybo&y was

+o-’rc\|l7' on board.

Once T started sPeakihs +heir |c\h30d3e., -H\e)/
were fired up, and it was kind of hard o 3e+
+hem to settle down.
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1 +old -l‘hem if we were gohha do +)nis, we heeded
to kee\) it a secret, so wed have the element

of surprise with the bullies. But Tsaiah Goldman
‘H’\ousl'\'l' our group should have a cool hame, and
started brn[hs+ormih3 ideas for one with the 9roup.

The Flock anamen
Little Birdies Chickadees
Birdbrains

Nobody could agree on a hame, So ‘H\ey started
‘l'o.\kihs about UNIFORMS. Some kids wanted

+he colors to be vellow and brown, like Sparrows.

But then someone else said 7e||ow and brown are

ba-ﬂ\r‘oom colors, so -eri' 30'{' ru\e& out.
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Grant Jﬂ'\omns said he was colorblihd, and we
should Just go with black and white for the
uniform colors so eVeryohe would feel included. Then
Sheldon Lee said that some magpies are black and
white, which made eVerybod)/ feel 3003 about +Hh8$.

AT )

Then someone said black and white are also
penguin colors, and +hat most bullies wouldnt be
1h+1mudd+e(1 b)/ ?ehsmhs

Someone ELSE said that black and white are referee

colors, too, and even bullies respect referees.
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‘n'\eh ahoﬂ\er kid said we could all wear ref uniforms
and carr)/ whistles with us to S'i'op 'Fis}ﬁ's before
'H\E)/ s+o\r+ed. Ahd even -H\ousl'\ it was -l'}\e dumbes-l'
idea T'd ever heard, some kids ac+ua|l7 liked it.

LY
Then Robert 're”?/ said we shouldnt have uniforms
at all, and T was sla& somebod)/ had a little
common sense. Dut 'H'\eh he Sm'd we S}\ould hcwe.
leather Jacke-i's , like +he auys in that movie with
+he dthihs 9angs.

So we were back to the c{thihs 9ang ﬂ\ihs again,
nhd I knew ‘H’\e mee+ih3 was ‘l'O‘l'd“)/ off 'H'\e rails.
T 4ried +o get eVeryohe +o focus on coming up
with a few rules we could all agree on instead.
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I started wi-H\ rule number ohe, which IS +}\q+ if
'H'\e leader is crH'qcke&, all 'l'\'\e o+\‘\er members \'\dVe
to come to his defense.

Some kid asked who the leader was, which T
‘H\ous\'\‘l' should Ve been obvious, since T was the one

w%o created 'H‘\e club and booked 'I‘)ne room.

ﬂ\eh Amir‘ James, who's on the student council >
said we should VOTE for a leader. And when the
final +n||)/ came in, the ohly vote T got was +he

one I cast for m)/sel-F.




So now Amir was 'H-\e ?resideh-l‘ and I was JUS‘[‘

a re3u|qr member. Ris}'\‘l' any . eVeryohe started
ca”ihs Amir Bis Bird, which is a 300& hame for a
MUPPE+ but isn% exac-fl)/ gonna_scare ah)/ohe off.

After }-\e 3o+ voted in, Amir came up wi—ﬂ'\ rule
humber two . w]\ich 1S 'H'm:i' £ ANY of 'H'.\e club
members Se-i' a-H'acke&, the rest of us have

to }\e|? them. But the Pr‘oblem with that idea
is that Levi Bissoh gets on Peovle’s herves oh

PURPOSE, and T really dont see m)/Self rushing

o HS c}.e-FehSe.. ; :
POINK! POINK!
POINK!

But hoboc{y was focused on that, because +)ne7’c1
o.lready moved on o a different topic, which was
how wed warn each other when a bu“y was hearby.
Somebody SUSSes-’red +hat we make bird noises,
which wasn® +he worst idea in the world.
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But 'ﬂ-\eh eVer?'ohe started imi‘!‘o.-ﬁhs -H\eir favorite

bird, and it was total madness.

Ahd. w\m.eh Levi BisSoh started in !NH.'\‘\. \'\is +vr.‘ke?!
3obble, it was so ahhoyihs that T felt like i+ was a
300& time for me to leave.

COBBEE
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Frida

Tﬁveek 3 'H‘\e ki&s n "r\'\e Birdwq-l'c)r\ihs Club l'm\(e
been +r)/ih3 out their new bul\y-warhiha sys-i'em.
But 'H-\e)/ kind of overdid i+, and their bird sounds
nc‘i'ually started AT TRACTING bullies.

So 'H\ey made themselves targets, but +\'\efre no+
the ones T 'm worried about.
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Fresle)/ uswl\y s‘aehds recess Perc}nec} on top of
'H'\e climbihs structure in H‘\e ?|a7'3rouhd " mnkihs
random owl noises. And if he kee\)s +hat up, he’s
gonhna get himself killed.

HOOT!
HOOOQOOT!

T wasnt sure if the Birdwﬁc’n[hg Club was rea\l)/
for me . but I -Fisured i‘& 90 to o\ho-l'}\er mee‘i‘ihg
+to 3[\19. it one more chance. Ah& T was sur?risecl at
who was there when T o?ehed +he_door.
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T+ was Mr. Finch and Miss S-I"quihs, who had
Joihed as c\'\qurohes. Ahd I’m sure 'H‘\e}/ ohly did i+
+o have an excuse to sPehJ +ime +03e+\\er in_a room

w)nere “H‘\ere Wﬁf’&h"f’ dh)/ cameras.

0
L
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T 'ﬂ-\oush-f adul+ c}-\n\)erohes are SU?Posecl to sit back
and let kids run ﬂ\eir club mee‘h'hss. But ‘l’}\e 4wo of
+hem ook over, and all +¥we)/ wanhted to do was ?lah
a field trip to a bird snhc-l'unr)/.




I washt too crazy about 3oih3 on a field -h’i‘),
es?ecia“)/ with this bunch. But i+ turns out T
wash+ even qualiﬁe& to go. Mr. Finch said that
from now on " beihg a member of ‘H‘\e Birclwa'i'd‘\iha
Club requires you 4o be able to i&eh‘i'[f)/ the sounds
of at least five birds. And T couldnt even

name ONE.

After T flunked the test, T was asked to leave.
But b)l 'H\Eh, T'd made up rn)/ mind +o quH‘ for soocl..




ﬂwe Birr}wn‘l'c}nihs Club }\c\s drifted too far from
its original mission, which was to deal with bullies.

And TVve kind of lost track of what T was
+r‘75h3 to o\ccom?lis}'\ , too.

So last hish-i', T cracked open my Joull)/ binder for
:l'\'.xe. first time in a few .&qys.. But wl'.\.e.h. I di&, I _
didnt recoghize +he pages inside.

T+ was full of Social Studies lessons and quizzes,
and for a second T was confused. But then T
realized what had }\Q?Pehec}. T mustve Picked up
Mr. Finch's lesson Plah at that Birclwn-l‘c\'.\iha Club
meeting by accident. And if T had his binder,
+hat meant he had MINE.

T decided that as soon as T so+ +o school in the
morhihg, T4 Swap binders with Mr. Finch and
\'\oPe he hadnt opeher} mihe.
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But T -Fieured as long as T had Mr. Finch'’s Social
Studies materials for a hia‘\‘i‘, I mis\'ﬁ' as well
take a sheak ?eek at the quiz. comih3 up-

E

[ o | @E
=

| l L]

I | I I '

ﬂ\is morhihs I went to sc\‘\ool, and my/ mMiSSion
was to go s+rai3}\+ +o Mr. Finch's room before the
first bell rang so T could make the swap. He's
usmll)/ +here super early , but +oda>/ he wasnt.

\
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So I went lookihs for Mr. ‘Fihc\'\ and found )nim
in the front O'F'Fice, -l'nlkihs to \ice Prihcipd Roy.
And T wasnt thrilled to see what he was }\oldihs.

T Nad to wait all the way until fifth Period to
see Mr. Finch ascaih ) because that's when T have
Social Studies. But when T got to class, he looked
|ike }\e was in a 1[ou| mood. l
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After eVeryohe took a seat, Mr. Finch said some

"Prahks-fer" had stolen his lesson plans from his

desk and left him with a binder filled with Mmaps
and other nonsense. And T was Sla& he hadnt
read it too c\ose|7.

Then Mr. Finch said he was gonna give whoever
took his binder a chance to return it, or we were
all gohha sit in silence until the bell rang. But T
was OK wH‘\'\ oP-h'oh two, because I’m ihto a sood
book ris}vl' how.
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T FiSUred T4 Just wait until Mr. Finch had cooled
down a little and then Swap binders when he wasnt
|ookih3. But T didn* see my binder on Mr. Finch’s
desk, and it didnt look like i+ was in his satchel,
either. ﬂ\eh T found out WHY.

Hejd siv.eh. it to Vice Pri.hci?al Roy, w.\'.mSe. Voice
came oh the |ou&sPeaker )nqlfway 'l')nrous}\ class.

WOULD AARON BEASLEY, ALEX
SPILLER, AND ANDREW STRAPP
REPORT TO THE FRONT
OFFICE IMMEDIATELY?

EVerybody at my school knows that if 7ou 3e+
called to the front office, it means 7ou're in
+rouble.
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Those three kids who got called down all
}md pages n "7 bih&er, w)nic)n was orsah[ze&
al\a}mbeﬁcnll)/ by first name.

For the rest of the day, Vice Prihci\:m| Roy
anhounced more and more hames. But b -H'\e time

+he bell rang he was o.h|>,{ up +o the Ds.

DENNIS GORDON,

DRAKE TAYLOR, AND
DREW KUDROW, REPORT A58
TO THE FRONT OFFICE. =gt

After kids got called down o the front office,
'H'\ey didnt come back. So T was curious where
+}ne)/ all went.
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T+ turns out ‘P}\e)/ were all in DETENTION,
w)nicl'\ was beihs “\d& in +)ne 3?/m because it was -H\e
ohlf room that could fit all those kids.
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So bdsicnll)/ Vice Prihci\:d.l Roy wds using +he
information in m bihcle.r‘ +to Puhish +’ne sc\\ool

bullies for the stuff +)ne>/ did wrohg.

Ahc} even ‘l'\\ous}\ eVeryﬂxihS 1 wrote iS accurate,
it's hot like those 317/5 had a chance to defend
+hemselves.
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But T guess if the school held a full 4rial eVer?/
+ime +he7 wanted 4o send a kid to detention, the
sys-i'em would be closaecl up for YEARS.

ou bIoN'T NEED THE
VICTIM'S LUNCH MONEY.
YOU TOOK. IT BECAUSE YOU
N, \ COULD, DIDN'T YOU?

OBJECTION! ¥
| |

S+ill, T fel+ bad that the reason those auys went
to detention was because of ME.

But at least Justice was beihs served. And my
walk )nome after 5c¥\oo| was a breeze, since I was
'Fihd”}( able 4o take a shortcut ﬂ\rous}\ Bennie
Kott's +erri+or>/.
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Mohc}az

\t\“’\eh I woke up 'H'\is morhihs, l’ was -Feelihs
PreHy 300& about ‘l'}\ihas. Vice PrihciPal Roy sill
had my binder, but he was using it o take bullies
off the ?ld)’;hﬁ field one b)/ one. Plus, m{ hame
wasn+ ah)/w\-xere n +)ne {Jihder, so ﬂ'\e school didnt
know who i+ __be.\o.h.se& +o.

AHHH! '
‘%‘) ® I
. ® |

|

A S
Then T realized 50me+)nih3 TERRIBLE. A few

of the auys coming up in +he al?habe‘l' had bullied
me w}'\eh no ohe else was drouhd. So as soon as Vice
Pn’hci?nl Roy told them what ﬂwe)/ were in trouble
for " +’ne7l,cl know EXACTLY w}\o so\cl 'i'}\em. o] x

s —

==
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Jﬂ'\crf meant w}xeh E\mh Rubman was accused
of sivihs a kld a wed.sie n +\'\e locker room, \'\e
wouldnt have to think too hard about which kid

it WAS.
HAR HAR
HAR!

Worse than that , Zander Wrexham was at the
end of the an'nabe-’r, and if he found out the
stuff T wrote about him " T4 be COOKED.

So T had a new mission, which was to get
that binder before any rore bullies got sent to
c}.e'i'e.h'.i'i'oh. Jﬂ\e oh|>/ queS‘h'oh was \'\ow 1 cou‘c} PU“

it off.

T didnt want Vice Prihcipa\ R°7 khowih3 whose
binder it was, so T couldn+ Jus+ go o the front
office and ASK for it.
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Plus 4 ﬂ\eh }-\e’d know who took Mr. ‘Fihch,s binder .
which would land me in hot water.

T realized T needed o get in +rouble MYSELF,
so 14 get sent to the front office, and T could
-l’r)/ and 39:]' my binder back.

But I coul&h’-l' 3e+ n 100 much 'h"ouble, or I‘c{
end up-in detention with all +he bullies. So T did
the bare minimum, which T )noPe& would be ehoush.




Youre not allowed to chew gum oh school ProPer+7/,

so ﬂ‘\e recess mohitor sent me &ohm ‘o Vice

Pn’hcipnl Rofs office, like T \'\o?ed he would.

What T didnt know was that Vice Pn’hci\m\ Roy
}-\as a -l')nihe about c"\ewiha gqum, w\'\id\ \'\e said %nd
ruined two P.qi.rs of l’\is .s}\oes. Since ﬂ'.\e start of
the school year. So T re.qHy got an earful.

> 0 -

/.;_. =N

ﬂ\e binder was si“H'iha ri3¥\+ +here on his desk, and
it took all my self-control not to Just srqb it and
run. But when i+ seemed like Vice Prihcipod Roy was
wih&ihs dowh, T started seft'-h'hs nervous 1 was
gohna lose my chance.
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'ﬂ\eh Vice Prihci?al ‘Roy bent down to PU+ ‘\is s}woe

back on, ahd I mnde my moVe 6)/ swa?Piha m7
binder with Mr. Finch's.

‘ﬂ-\ahkfully, Vice Prihci\)o.l Ro7/ didn+ seem to suspect
dh)l‘ﬂ'\ihs.

He +o|c} me ‘-\e }'\qd bisser 1Ssves to &eql wH'}-\ : -H-\eh
said T was dismissed. And before T even lef+ his
room he was q.lreac}y on the louds?eqker, .mllihs +he

hext round of bullies down to the front office.

But ]: wish \\e ho\c} siVeh me a minute to 3e+ out
of there before he called those 3“7’5, names, because
+’ne>/ were alreac}){ on +heir way.
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And when T saw Eric Anders, Ethan Jackson,
and Evan Rubman in the \'\d“wa)/, T fel+ +ra\7?ed.

T. couldn® risk ruhhihs nto dhy of ﬂ'\oSe 3u7$
with the information T had on me 5 &H T ?c\hicked
and em\)-h'e& all the papers into +he rec?/cliha bin
under the front desk.




Luckil)/, Evan and the other 9uys didht seem
SusPicious of me P and T. even mnhase& +o make a
little small +alk on +he way out.

icE GOOD LUCK IN
IRP&I; THERE, BOYS!

T Keard later on +hat when Vice Prihci\)a| P\o)/
oPehed the binder on his Jesk, he +hou3\-\+ E van
Rubman mustve taken the other one. So Evan
went 1o detention, which kind of feels like fair
Puhis}\meh'i' for giving me that wedsie.
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Tuesdo\x

EVery-H'\ihst cnlmed Jovm at sc\'\ool. ‘ﬂ'\e bullies
hever fisure& out where the information that
put +hem in detention came from, and Mr. Finch
is_back to +eac)n[h9 from his lesson plan.

But w}'\.eh ‘l"ne. J.ahi'l.'or em\)'i'.icd ﬂ'\e. recy.dins bin
from 'l"ne front office clurihs recess on -H\e wih&ies+
cla?/ +his 7ear, it all c}'\amsed N _an instant.
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The papers blew -l'\‘\rous}-\ the air like leaves. But
from the wqy kids acted 5 )/ou,c} +hink ‘l'\'\ey were
hundred-dollar bills.

Now all my work was out there for everyone 4o

see. Ahc{ even *}\oug}\ I ‘H‘\ous}ﬁ bullies didnt like
to r‘ead " -Hwey were rea&ihs NOW.




'ﬂwey weren+ hnﬂ)?/ someohe \\qd written down
all their crimes. But -ﬁ\e?/ were more upset about

enry-fhihs ELSE. For exam\)le, how eVerybon
khew about Terry Goff's fear of worms and used i+
a.snihS‘l' him.

Plus, eVer‘)/ohe discovered J.T. McAllister's full
name, and he 3o+ teased about it.

HI JEROLD
THEODORE!




But the ﬂ‘\ihﬂ that the bullies were MOST vpset
about was their power l’dhkihgs. Almost all of them
+’nou3¥\+ +heir ruhkihss should be \'\ia}\er, and -H'\ey

started com?arihs scores.

.ﬂf\eh ti'}'xef decided +o prove how much *o.u.sx'\er
ﬂ\e?/ were than the OTHER bullies, and -Hnihss
30+ heated Pre-Hy a‘uick.
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The bu\l)/ who was the maddest about his power
rahkih3 was Zander Wrexham, who had the lowest
score of all the bullies.

Since he was the last one in the al?}mbe‘l', T
hadn finished filling out his sheet. And that
meant T left his power ra‘nkihs. BLANK.

So now everyone was makihs fun of Zander for

)navihs d zero power rahkihs, which made }nim mad.

The ﬂ\ihs is, T wouldve been Slad to give
Zander a five-star power rqhkiha Just to make
Nim }m??y. But it was too late for that, and T
didnt want him khowihs who T was ah)/wa)/.

137



So T'm P\ahhihs on keePihs my mouth shut and
\'\oPihg ’ne hever dc+un||7 finds out wl'\o wrote 'l'\'\is
stuff in the first Plnce.

But now Zander's going around sa)/iha he’s gohha
"Pu|Verize" +he person who gave him a zero power
rahkihs , w)r\;c}\ 1S a .\)reH'y bi.s word for someone
who's been held back so mahy times.

And it seems like he's out to prove +hat when it
comes 1o bullies, he’s still the kih3 of the Juhsle.
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We&hesénx

T}\ihss )nd\(e been tense at sc‘xool. E\'erybod)/'s
+r(ih3 to fisure out the ic{eh'h"l'y of the person
be

ind the bully reports, and it seems like almost
eVer)/ohe's a sus?ect

The kids under the mos+ suspicion are the members
of the Bir&wa'fc}\fh\g Club, and that's because
+heir binoculars make them look like spies.
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T feel bad about that, but T'm \'\o‘)ihs the bullies
&oh"i' Furn 'l'\'\eir attention on ME. Because if 'H'\ey
do, T'll crack like an eg9-

TELY LIS
EVERYTHING
YOU KNOW!

EVeryohels callihs +he person who wrote the report
the Snhitch, and H'\e?/ want to know who it is. But
1 Jus+ s+q>/ quie'l' w%eheVer‘ H‘\e SubJeﬁ comes up.




T feel like i+s ohl)r a matter of time before somebod)/
?u+s -H\e Pieces -I'oseﬂ'\er . +“\ous\'\. So I heed to
start Pre\)arihs m?rsehc for the moment that }m?\)ehs.

Since Rowley won+ use his skills 4o profect me, T
}-\q\re to learn to defend MYSELF. So I decided

+hat its 'Fihdlly +ime for me to learn o 'ﬁs"\‘l'.

Tve ac-hml\)/ been training for this all my life,
because T'm kind of an ex\)er-l' at -Fia}vh’hs games.
But 'H'\e moves )/ou can do in Lesehc{ar)/ Fists dont
.r‘.eall?r translate to real life.

-~ ARCTIC FR

o

o
o

o

EEZE!




The +\'\ou3\\+ about -!'r?/ihS to learn karate b
wq-l-chihs videos at home, the way Mom does with
)/oaq. But T'm worried that kind of aP?roqc)n mis}\-{'
hot turn me into the ﬁgh'l‘fhg machine T nheed to

become.

So T realized +hat if T was gonha learn karate,
T needed 4o do i+ the hard wqy.

One thing T knew for sure is that T didnt want
to 90 to the same quce Rowlefs been 9oing,
becavse T'm lookihs for a doJo that's a little more
aggressive.
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Besides, Rowley’s cloJo is for FAMILIES, and T

reallr don*t want mine involved in this.

So T did a little research and found a &oJo +hat
looked like i+ was a Per-rec-f {it.

T(&ER MAQL

13



M;z first session was tonight, and Mom drove me.
On the way she was excited, sayihs that karate
builds your confidence, teaches you Jisci\alihe, and
even \\el\as you to be a better student. And all
that stuff is nice, T quess, but Tve got +o+a|l)/
different motivations for learhiha.

T was a little disappoih-l'ec} when we arrived at the
karate studio. T was \wo?.ihs i+ was in ohe of those
cool temples with sar&ehs and a koi ?oh& and
stoff, but this Place was in a strip mall between a
laundromat and a pet store.

- TIGER MAUL in
i pRRsA [ O

. l
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\hﬂ\eh 1 s-l"e?Ped Ehside, I was SUrPrisecl to see
Mr. Steve, the assistant janitor at my school. But
in this Plnce, he was in CHARGE. And his students
didnt call him Mr. Steve, either.

EVERYONE TAKE
YOUR POSITIONS! | “—"

=)
T+s crqzy because the last time T saw him, he was

cleaning up after Pro? E%ryﬂwiha and Read.

’| V.
= > G)




T noticed that the ?lqce smelled like feet, and T

didnt want 4o contribute to the problem by taking
off my shoes. But when T walked across the mat,
everyohe +o+al|7 freaked out.

Mr. Steve said that the mat in a cloJo heeded 4o
be res?ec—l'ed, so T had to take off m)( shoes.
Ahc} T. fisure& Since I was +¥-\e new 3”)’ j:
Probqbba shouldnt question the rules.

GES, SENSEID
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ﬂ'\eh Mr. Steve told me I S\'\ouH c}mhae into a
uniform called a 3:’ # and th&ec} me_a folded w“\i‘l'e
outfit that T took with me into +he restroom.

After T c)nahgecl, T +old Mr. Steve that my gi was
a litte scrq‘\d\)z and T Probo.bl)/ needed o 9o a size
up since. 'H'.me sleeves and Pn.h.'l' |.e.ss. were .s.\'.nor‘t_

Mr. Steve said it was su?\aosec} +o be short so you
coul& moVe freel)l 5 ahc} I guess -H\a-l‘ made sense.
'ﬂ\eh }ne gave me a bel+ 4 w’nic)n wds w}\i'l'e. I qske&
him if he had one that was blue or green instead,
since those are 4wo of my favorite colors.
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But Mr. Steve said -H'\arf )/ou ‘mc} +o EARN ‘H‘\OSe
bel+s 4 and whi-h: belts were for be&ihhers. So I
told Nim that T'm a black bel+ in Leaehc{dr Fists,
but he didnt seem as irn?ressecl as T felt lile he
should ve been.

T wasnt r‘eq“)/ +here to talk, +¥'\ou3¥-\ ,and T

+old him we should _Probably get started with the
karate training. That's when he told me +hat he
ohl)/ +qu3‘-\+ the advanced students, and T needed
to Jo[h +he Tiaer Cubs in the other room.
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T didn% like the sound of THAT. T ‘H\ous%‘f
e\'eryohe who went 4o this P|a.ce was in the same
boat, and if T knew T was gohha be srou?ecl in
with the newbies, T wouldve s+o.)/ecl home. But

it 3o+ even WORSE when T found out T4 be
+rqihih3 wi-H'\ a buhc}n of kids ‘mhf m)/ age.

T asked one of -H\e kids who was in c\-\arae, and
he said our instructor was Miss £ mma. But when T
looked around, T didnt see any grown-ups.
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I‘f turns out Miss B mma was a kid HERSELF i

ahc} s"\e couldh'ﬁ' }'\QVe been oHer 'H'mh +en or eleven.
But when she barked out orders, the class listened.

TIGER CUBS!
FALL IN LINE!

| ) 5 YES, MISS EMMA! )

to 3&'1' our bodies warmed up, but Miss £ mma wasn+t
messing around. And she didnt go easy oh ME,
even ﬂ\ous}» I was hew.




After we worked up a sweat, she led us ‘H’\rous"\ a
“kata,” which is kind of like a karate dance. So T
asked Miss Emma if we could skiP past +his part
and move 'H'\ihes alohs a little.

AP?c\re.hﬂ)( 7.o.u’r.e hot SU.P..Fos.ed. +to .i.h'terru.PfI' ‘l‘.’ne.. _
lesson, 'l')noua’n, and Miss £ mma made everyohe
ELSE do +weh+7 Pus\\—ups as Puhishmeth for me
brenkihs the rule.
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After we finished the kata, Miss Emma told me
1 cou\& ask r'\)/ ciuerh'oh.

So T asked when we were gohna get to the
GOOD stuff, like ﬂ)/ihs kicks and J'nb ?uhches
and backflips. But she said those moves are for
+he advanced classes, and white belts focused on
+he basics.

Then T asked when we could break boards and
cinder blocks, but s}xe told me +}m+ 7ou dont 3e+
+o ‘l'.]'\d"r stuff until )/ou‘r.‘e ah orange bel+.
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Well, THAT was a disaPPoih‘l’meh‘l'. Ahd when
T asked about |earhih3 +o use nunchucks and
bo staffs and stuff like +hat, she said i+ takes
YEARS 4o move up to weapohs training, which
was not what T wanted 4o hear.

"ﬂmhkfull)/, we did some Puhches and kicks next,
so L felt like we were {ihaN)/ getting somewhere.
Then Miss Emma said we were gonha do some l.is)n'.’r
s?arrihs 5 w}\ic}\ souh&ecl kih& of fun.

And even ‘I'}\oush +he sparring gear smelled like
bo&y oc}or, I &idh"l‘ want ‘o comphih, because I
knew that would earn the class more Push—uPs.

SNHFE
+ LV SNIFE

vt
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Miss £ mma Pm’red me.up wiﬂ\ a kid w\\o was }mlwf
m)/ \\eis'n-h and I was worried T was_gohha %ur-%
him. But T fiaurecl he was wenrih3 Pr‘o+ec+iVe

gear, so he should be OK.

T guess +his kid was still mad about those Push-uPs S
because as soon as Miss Emm gave ﬂ'\e Sishal ) ‘\e
came at me wH')n a kick 4o m7f S'i'omc\c}'.\.

1ﬂm a little embarro.SSecl to say }we khockec} ﬂ'\e
wind out of me, and Miss Emma ?quse& the match
so T could catch m)/ breath.
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i excused meel-F and went back in -l"}\e o-l')ner
room, w\‘\ere -H'\e Purﬂe bel+s were sPdrn'ha. Ahd

+hese guys were Joihs the kinds of moves T reall)/

wanted to learn.

But the growh-ups were workihs up a sweat, and
when you combined +that with the smell of feet in
+he &o\jo , it was a little overpowering.

ﬂ\q-r’s w\'\eh I ho‘h'ced a can of disihfecl'qh'l‘ sPrqy
on the floor near the sparring mat, which gave

me_an i.de.a.

155



So wheh ‘H‘\ere wds d_pause n 'ﬂ\e action, I did
everyone a favor.

T found out that kind of +)nih3 is frowned on "
+oo, so Mr. Steve asked me +o leave the &oJo. And
5 guess T didn+t mind 2 because it's no fun beiha at
the bottom of +he Peckihs order.

h
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‘Unurs&a?g

When Rodrick found ovt Td sished vp for
karate, he told me he could teach me for free.
And even -I'\-\ous\'\ T wasnt sure T wanted him to
be m)/ sensei, T didnt have nhy BETTER oP‘h'ohs.

Rodrick said we were going to start out with some
motions that would help get my body used 4o doing
karate moves, like makihs circular movements with
m)/ arms. So l‘\e ha& me was’n }\is van for Pracﬁce.

But i+ didnt take me |oh5 to realize that T was
beihs scammed, and when sorneﬂ\ihs‘s FREE, i+
Probqb\y means its worthless.

I FINISHED
WASHING
YOUR. VAN!

HMM...

BOTH
SIDES?




So I gave up -l"r)/iha to learn karate and decided
to Jus-’r |a7f low at school 5 where eVer)/ohe is sill
-l'r)/iha +o uncover the ideh-l'i‘l'y of the Snitch.

Tve been -Feelihg ?re‘H?' confident that no one
IS gonhna be able +o ﬁgure i+ out, because -I‘Berer

hoﬂfuihs.ih +hose papers +hat ?_eo.P.l.e. can link back

‘o me.

Th fact . T'm not even that worried about Evan
Rubman c\h?/mor‘e ) because I found out ‘H\d‘i‘

he’s. .siVeh LOTS of ..o.'i'}.»er‘ .kicls .wed.sies. n '.Hme.
locker room. So he’s got a bunch of kids +o 9o
‘H’\rous"\ before he 3e+s ‘o me.

—_—
.
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But the thing that's gotten me worried is that
kids seem to know about the BINDER 4 because
Vice Pn’hci?al Roy had it on his desk when he
brous}ﬁ' +hose bullies into his office " and 'l'}\ey
noticed.

I 'For‘30+ all about ‘H‘\d'l' *H‘\ihs. Ahcl w“\eh I
oPehe& my chkPnck at lunch ‘l'o&n)/ . T realized
1:4 been carryihs -H-\e emP-l'?/ {)ih&er e\rouhc} wi-H\
me_all this time.




I tried 4o stuff i+ back in m bns and }\o\)ed
hobo&y noticed. But R)/lnh& 7h}\er& SPO‘H'ed me

from across the ca{e-l'eriq, and T knew T was

COOke& .

ﬂwe truth iSis Te been Pre?qrihs for this cla)/
for a Iohs +ime, and its one of the reasons T sit

b)/ the emeraehcy exit. So b)/ +he time R)/lahd So+

EMERGENCY
EXIT
—-'-_-—‘_‘_‘—

+o my table, T was q\rea&y gohe.




ﬂ‘\e emersehc?l exit leads to a space between
-H'\e buildihss 4 wl'\ere ‘H‘\ere,s a clear ?a'ﬂ'\ +o 'H'\e
street. And from there, T could make my escape.

I knew +¥m-l‘ ﬂ\ere weren+ ah)/ camerdas in 'H'\e
cou.r+7(q.r4. , so the school wouldnt even know where T
went. But apparently Mr. Finch and Miss Starling
knew about the blihc{

street was blocked.

S?O+, 400, and my/ exit to the

161



That meant T had o g0 back inside the buildihs
'l'\'\roua\\ another door. But by then Ry/lahri had

been J'oihecl b}/ his two si&ekicks, who were hot on
my trail.

| &
Luckily, ris\'\-f then the bell rang, and the
cafeteria em\)ﬁe& into the hallway. So T used the
o??or'fuhi‘l'?/ ‘o SIEP 'i'}\roua)n the door to one of

+he stairwells.

v,‘u!NNNNNNNG
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‘ﬂwa-l"s w\\eh I remembered -H-\e bns I’d s-!'nshec}
n ‘H'\e second-floor JDG‘H'\I’OOM, S0 I made my wa
there. But not before almost co"icliha with Chad
meﬂe)/ in the ha\\wa)/.

—

B)/ the time T 30+ to the ba-ﬁ\room, T was
?re-l—l’)/ sure 14 left R}/‘c:hd and his goons in

my dust. But T knew it wouldnt be long before
-’r{e?/ fisurecl out where T was, so the clock was
“h'ckiha.

Uh{or-l'u‘ndi'el)/ A luck wasnt on my side. W\'\e‘n I
30'!' into the bod"nroom, +here was someone in the
stall below the ceilih3 tile where T'd hidden my bag.
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But -ﬂn’s kid didnt seem to be in a hurr)/, and Be
couHh,'i' take a Hh‘l'.

OCCUPTED!

POUND

AN

Tve heard that when someone is in a life-or-death
situation, +)ne)/ get a rush of adrenaline that gives
+hem SUPE!"“\umdh s+reh3+}\. And that's exac-H?/
what }\aﬂ)ehe& +o me +ocla7.
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The kid lef+ in a }\urr)/, and for the record, T
dont think he washed his hands on the wn)/ out.
But T had b:’sger -I'lnihas to worr‘y about than

3i\n'h3 )nim a lecture on ?ersohal h)/aiehe.

T wished T couldve let the stall air out, -l’l'\ous\'\,
because i+ didh)'l' exacﬂy smell like roses in ﬂ‘\e.r.e._

T couldnt let that bother me, because T needed
+o s+a7 focused. So T climbed up oh the +oilet
tank, Po?Ped open the ceiliha tile, and felt
around to find m)r bng. But T ?dhicked, because
there wasn+ ahyﬂ-\ihs there.
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4 ‘Hnous\'\‘l' md?/be T had the wrohg bathroom .
because ‘H’\ere are two on 'l'he second floor. But

then T felt a back\)ack strap, and T knew T
was in the ris'n-f ?che.

<

T Pulle& +he back?ack down and oPehe& it, and
+hqhkfu||7 eVery'{‘HhS was still in there. Even
the fake |ibrnr7 card, which T was "\o?{hs looked
official ehous}\ o se-l' me eh-l'r?/ into a different
couh‘l'r)/.

1 was about to 3a+}\er my be\ohaih\gs nhd take
off, but then T heard +he bathroom door open
and T froze.
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T+ was R)/Io.hd and the other bullies. And i+ was
C"\ad La-Mey who sold me out.

T a|wa)/s 'H‘\ouah-l' +hat when )/ou’r‘e cornered ) )/ou
have to choose fis}ﬁ' or {lisln‘l'. But i+ +urns out
theres a THIRD option.




Thstead of c|obberih3 me, R}/\nhd seemed
confused. He said that he was ‘I'r)/ihs to find
someone to )nel\) track down the Snitch, and since
T read books, he figured T must be Preﬁ)r smart.

\\\

Then R}/ldh& asked me w\\y T ran from him in the
cafeteria, and T had to make UP an excuse. So T
+old him i+ was because T saw a vy carryiha a
binder leave the cafeteria and T ﬂ\ouah-l' he must
be the Snitch, so T went after him.
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T +old these auys +hat T Kad cornered +he
ShH'c\'\ in 'l'\'\e bcﬁ}\room 4 but l’\e escn?e& 'H‘\roua\'\
+he ceilih3 and got away. And believe i+ or not,
‘I'}'\e)/ boue’n‘l‘ it.

Tn fact, -H'\ey were so sure L was +ellih3 +he
+ruth that 'H'\ey smbbe& a broom and a mop from
+he J'ahi‘l'or's closet to see if ‘H\e)/ could stop +he
Snitch before he got away. And T was 3lad 1
didnt —l-r>/ esca\aihs ‘H‘\rous}\ +he ceiliha MYSELF,
because if T. \'\a&, I’d be full of }'\oles ris)n'l‘ now.
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That's when R)/Iahd noticed the binder. T +old
lnim ‘H\drf -H'\e Shi"rcl'\ \m& clroﬂ)ed it w)neh l'\e
escaPeJ, but -H'\ere wash + nhfl'}\iha in i+,

R}llc\hd wanted to know what was in the baa,

so T em?‘h'ed it out onto the floor. T4 arl'uqn)/
forsoﬁeh about some of the stuff T Packed, like
the suntan lotion and -Fli?--ﬂoPs T was gonha use
it T ended up escaping to a tropical island.
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Rylahd Pocke‘fe& the cash from the bqs, and James
Johns put y snorkel in his mouth, which PreH'}/
much suarqh-i'eecl T'd never use that ‘I"nihs asm'h.

R}/\th told me since T was the oh\)/ person to
see the Snitch, it was my Job t+o FIND him. But
1; said if he wah+e& me Yo Jo &e+e<:+iVe work 4 1

wds_gohnad heed to get PAID. And T ﬁgured he'd
hever agree to -’r}m-i'.

1



But R)/lnh& gave me the cash that had been in
m)/ bas, w}\ic\'\ means T. 3°+ Pm’d wH'\'\ m>/ owh

allowance.

T +4old him +hat detective work isnt c)nea? and T
was gohha need DOUBLE what he was Pariha.
But it 4urns out bullies can basice\ny get mohe)/
whenever -H'w_y waht, which was bad news for the
next kid who walked into the bathroom.
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Tuesdax

Tve Speh‘t' +he last cou?h: of dcvs ihVes+i3a+ih3 a
person who doesnt exist, and its s+qr+ih3 to 3e+
a little ex\-\aus-ﬁhg. But R}/lahd and his friends
are ‘h‘)/ihe to get their mohe)/'s worth out of me,

so '\:Ve had to fake it.
I ;|

T found out that Zander Wrexham hired Alex
Aruda 1o do his OWN ihVes+i3a+ioh , which means
“;,Ve 30+ Some‘ﬂ'\ihs NEW 4o wm’r)/ about. Because

if ah?/ohe can crack the case " its Nim.
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Alex actually made a b'S break-l"}\rous"\ )/es+erdn7r
He emmmec( one of the pages under a microscope
ahd {-.ouhd some 'FmserPnh-i's He_ sm& -H\e nah-l'
+’num{>\)rih+ was slish-l'l?r Iarser +han +he lef+ one,

which means that the person behind +his stuff is

r 31’\‘1‘*1’\&\'\&&&. -

o9 0

And if Alex had my fihaer\)rihﬂ , that meant it
wouldnt be |oh3 before he linked them o ME. So
T +ried 4o sand off my -Flhsel")ﬁh‘fs in m)/ dad’s
workroom last hns\‘vl' which is a lot harder than
)/ou& +hink.
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I’Ve been ?re‘l'eh&ihs to be |e1(+-\'mhdeci to ﬂ\row
eVeryohe off my scent, but I’m worried it could be

mnkihs Zander sus?icious.

Rquh& is starting to lose patience with the pace
of m)/ EhVeS‘i'iao\'Hoh, so T ook over a +table in the
\ibrc\r?/ to make it look like T'm mqkihs progress.
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The Problem is that R)/lahd,s expectations are
oo his\'\. We all grew uvp oh 'ﬂ'\e S“\erlock Sqmm?f
books, where Snmmy could nlways solve a crime in

uhcler fifteen minutes.

THE WINNING BINGO
CARD WAS COLD,
WHICH IS HOW I KNEW
FRS: STOLTZ KEPT 1T
IN HER COOLER BAG!

ANOTHER CASE
CRACKED BY
SHERLOCK.

T +old R)/Iahcl +hat Sherlock Samm)/ is fiction and
that in real life detective work takes TIME. But
R}/lqhd wants 4o be +he person to find the Snitch
so he can be first 4o get his revenge.

'ﬂvﬁ' meanhs 1 have to kee? Pre‘fehclihg +o be
investigating, and T'm runhing out of ways o do
that. Put T came up with a hew idea for how to
string this thing out.
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T +old Rylnh& that the Shitch lef+ behind a ma \jor
clue, w}'\i&\ were Hs -ﬂiP-ﬂo?s. Ahd ‘H’\d‘l’ meant
whoever's feet fit in the ﬂi\)—ﬂo?s was 3uil+7/.

T knew that -Fli\:-ﬂo?s are Pr‘e-H?r much one

size fits all, but T figured it's better o be the
ihVes-qu-l'or -l"\'mh a SUS?E.C“‘. Ahd even -H\ous\\ 1
didnt love ‘.I'o.uc\‘xihs other P.eo?lefs feet, sometimes
you'\le gotta do what you’\le gotta do.

To c}ras ﬂwihss out even MORE, j: PromESed
R)/lqhd T'd interview eVer}/ kid in our sro\de,
which T knew could take WEEKS.
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T+s a litte awkward interrogating innocent kids,
but I,m +r7'ih3 ‘o kee? 'H‘\e l’wedrl' off rv?/sel-F.

TELL US WHERE
YOU WERE LAST
THURSDAY!

T collected a ton of information in my interviews,
and T needed somewhere to kee\v it all. Luckily s 5
had Jus+ +he Place.
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But SO.mE‘f“\ihs \'\n‘:?ehe& w}\eh I was PuHihs a
new susped' page n 'H'\e {)ihc}er.

A piece of paper +hat was tucked inside the
flap fell out. And as soon as T saw it, T knew
EXACTLY what i+ was. But before T had a
chance to 3rab o 8 Rylah& was alrea&y lookihe it

over.

The paper was Rowle)/’s old character sheet from
Mnaick and Monsters, which T hadnt noticed
when T emptied out the binder to begin with.

179



Luckil)/, R)zlah& isnt into role-?layihs games, so he
didnt know what he was |oo|(ih3 at.

Name:
Targor Ironhide

| Weapons:
War Hammer

Mace
Magic Sword

~Supplies
Rope
Torch
Ma+tches
Mut++on

T was SURE Rylahd was gohna start going
around the cafeteria |ookih3 for a kid with the
same hqh&wri-tihs +hat was on the sheet.
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But bullies arent the smartest quys around, and
Ry‘qh& took it in a +o+nl|7 different direction.

Nol)ocb( S?oke up, So at lunch Ryland and his goons
started |ookih3 for kids who \'\qc( mutton in their
lunch bags. But that’s not really the kind of thing
kids Pd‘ck for lunch these Ja)/s.




After school, Rowle)/ was ?re‘H'y confused wh)r
Rylcmd R}/h“\erd was |ookih3 for someone with the
same hame as his Masick and Monsters character.
But T +old him +he less he knew, the better.

L

T DID say it might be a good idea to get rid of
ah)/ﬂ\ihs with his }\ahdwri'h'hs on it, Jus+ in_case.
Then T l\el?e& him shred all of his school papers,
including a book report he hadnt handed in yet.
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I‘f +urns out we wasted our time, because toda
Alex Aru&a md'l'c)ned ‘H\e l'mhc}wri-ﬁhs on Row|e>/’s
Mnsick and Monsters character sheet to a giant
banner everyone at the school sished when ohe of
the cafeteria ladies threw her back out.

Mrs. Nicodemus !

sl guess +hat goes o show it doesnt a\wa?/s
?dy to be nice.

Feel betrer MIrs. Ak
v Rowley
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\f\leclhes&a?;

Row|e)/ 1S +o-l'q">/ fredkihs out, because eVerybody at
school thinks he's the Snitch. And since he hasn+t
been Pa75h3 attention to what's been ha\)?ehihs, he
had no idea what that even means.

So ‘l'}\is.. afternoon I 301' Row\.ey vp " o .S.P.eec}__,
which 4ook a while. T +old him about the bu"y
binder and the investigation and how Zander

Wrexham has 30‘[’ first dibs on -ﬁsh‘h'ha +he
Shitch. And the truth is, Rowle7 didnt take

the news that well.
LAY

¢\ ) ©

| ® -
(O

He said that since T was c\d’uqlly the Snitch,
then T should be +he one o 1‘]’3}% Z-Rex.
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T +old Rowle}( while tha+ mia\\‘l' SEEM like a
Sood i&eq, ‘\e wash+ 'l'\'\ihkihs +)nis 'H'\rousl'\. T}\eh
T exPIaihe& how hard i+ would be Iivihs +he rest

T told Nim that it would be much better if HE
Fous}ﬁ Zander, since he knew karate. Plus, he'd
be using it in self-defense, which is +o+c\|\>/ allowed.

But T could tell T wasn+ &o[hs a 3004 ehous"\
Job convincing Rowle?/ he should be the one to face
Zander, so T tried o different a?.\:road\.
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I reminded Rowle)( of ‘l’\\e Bible s+or>l w‘were a 3u7
named David beat a much BIGGER 30}/ named
Goliath in a 'Fig}\-l', and he became a lesehcl doihs i+

TN

Some famous artist even made a s.cu|?+ur‘e of David,

and T +old P\owley +hat somebody mis}\-l- make a
Scu|P+ure of HIM.

=

—

\
|
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Row|e7 STILL wasnt convinced 4 ‘l’“\oush. He said
his dojo +eaches that {islﬁ‘ihs should n|wa>/s be
+he last resort, and that the best ﬁs}ﬁ is when
ho ohe throws a ?uhc}\.

AN
(R

T reminded him that Zander does his +alkih3 with

his FISTS. But T Probably said the wrong thing,
because +hat ..req.ll)l freaked Rowley out.
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T +old Row\e)/ that back in olden times, a kihs
WOUH d’\oose a c“mm\)ioh ‘o fiﬁ\'ﬁ FOR ]'\im. ﬂ'\eh

T +old Nim that T was c’noosihs him to be MY
cham?ioh, which he should consider a )nuse honor.

1
. “ | ‘.“ . | | | .U- i~

T+ turns out that was the magijic word, because

a?‘)areh-fly honor is a reqN?f bis deal in karate. And
+hats what got Rowley to agree to 1‘]’3\\‘% for me.

But if )ne DOES se-l' a statue made of Hm, I feel
like T should ?robdbb/ get a cut of whatever the

rmusSeum char‘ses for admissioh.
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Jn‘\urs&dx
All qh)/body can talk about at school is +he bis
fight between Z-Rex and the Snitch. And T dont

remember kids in school ever be[h3 this excited

&l e
o 7NN T |

about some‘!'}nihg.

110l

T volunteered +o be Row\efs mahager, becavse T
fiﬁured he needed swmbo&y to give him pep +alks
and shoulder rubs and stuff like that.

EYE OF THE TIGER,
ROWLEY! EYE OF
THE TIGER!
\
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But before the ﬁs}ﬁ achmlly }mﬂ)ehec}, +here
were a lot of details +hat needed 4o get decided.
So T qrrahseJ a_meeting with Zander's manager
to sort eVery‘l'}\ihg out.

Zanders regular sidekick Tarik is getting his tonsils
out, so Levi Bi.ssoh 1S his.. hew humber +wo. We met
in the |ibrar7 before school started +o hegotiate.

ﬂ

E==

T +’nou3¥»+ +he fiﬁ}d‘ should ‘m??eh at recess,
because if -H\ihas went the wau)/. T figured +}\e>f
would, at least Rowley would get saved b)/ +he bell.

But Levi said \'\qvihe a -Fis‘\‘l' durihg -l'\'\e Sc%oo\ day
was a bad ideo\, because it 30+ )/ou ah automatic

SusPehs.ioh..
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‘ﬂm-f was a fair Poih‘f, SO we asreed on an after-
school -ﬁsh‘l’. T s+ill 'H'\oua\'\-l' it should \‘mPPeh oh
+he ?laysrouhcl, because the sand would make for
a softer surface when Rowlef hit +he srouh&.

\An-m-i' 1 DIDN'T mention was -H'm-r ﬂ\e sand
would siv.e R.awl.n’_?/ an .ac}Vn_h'.i'.qse if he needed to

fi\g}ﬁ &ir-t?/.

Levi didn+ like +he \)la?/srouhd idea, +}\ou3\\,

because he said there were cameras eVeryw\'\ere. He
5033es+e& -H\e -Fis‘\-l' take P\ace at +\'\e nbnh&ohe&
ball field where there were no cameras. Plus, there

were bleachers, so everyone could get a 3004 View.
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EVeh ‘H\ous}\ +}m+ was a soo& ic}eo\, I c}idh’-f like
‘l'\'\a'l' Zdhder,s side was se'l"l'ihs all of ‘H‘\e terms of
the fight.

So T made a few rules of my OWN. T said the
151'3}\-1' could ohly 90 five rounds, and if there wasnt
a winher, it would be declared a draw. And T

said that if the 'ﬁs}ﬁ ended in a tie, there'd be

a rematch, and my side would get 80% of the
T-shirt sales.

U
f

EE
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Levi was oh|7 willing to go 50-50 on nhz
merc\\ahduse, o\hrJ I couldh‘l‘ se‘l' hm to udae
Then he qsreec} to let me sell concessions, which
could nc:t'uall)/ rake in a lot of money.

POPCORN! GET riE
YOUR POPCORN

HERE!
@ J ' t: -F

After that was settled , We asree& +o end the
meeting, and we shook hands to seal the deal.
But +}'\e next 1&3}'\‘1‘ at Sc}'\oo| rmsh‘l‘ ch‘l‘ud"y be me
versus Levi, becavse T -Forso-!' how nhh07|h3 that

kid could be.
POINK! POINK!
POINK!
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Frida

TT)!JO.)/ was 'i'\'\e de of ‘l'\'\e bis fis}r’r. We decided
t0 do it on a Fri&o?r since everyone would be in a

300& mood and lookihg forward to the weekend.

But the person who didnt seem to be in a Friday
mood was Rowley, who bqrely said a word on the
walk 1o school.

T +ried 4o pump Rowley up-a little, because that's
what a Sood manager is su?Posed to do. So T
told him he Just needed +o remember his karate
Fraining and hed be fine.

But when we 30+ +o_school 5 Row|e)/ told me
sovneﬂ\ihs a little s\\ockihs, which was that he
ohly Jus-i' 3o+ his )/e”ow. bel+.
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1 tried not to react, because I didnt want o
freak Row\e)l out. But 1 guess ma?/be I did react
a little.

WHAT2,4=]|
SO SS os
8

18

Rowle?/’s been doihs karate for a few months, so
T figured he'd at LEAST be a brown belt JD)/
how. And T would never have ?us)neJ him into +his
fish‘f i T knew he was a besihher‘.

I s+ill )ndd some of 'H‘\e survival stuff wi'ﬂ'\ me_from
+hat bna T stashed in the bathroom, and T +old
Rowley +hat he should +ake off while he had a
chance. T even offered him my towel in case he
ended up oh ohe of ‘f}\ose remote islands.

N
. .

Q
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But Row|e>r said 'H'uﬁ he,cl nsreecl +o fis“\‘l' n

"'7 hohor, and that a true student of karate
would never break Nis word. And even 'H\ougl\ 1
+¥\ou3}n+ he was a little crazy, T decided T should

res?ecl' \'\is decision.

L /AN

After school quP?e& up, everyone headed for
+he abandoned ball field. Most of +he school was
ql.ren&y in their spots in the bleachers, which were
com?|e+e|7 full.
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‘ﬂ\cﬁ' meant some kids werent able 4o 3e+ a seat,

which wasn+ reall)/ an issve for Chad Lm[ﬂe?/.
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I‘l‘ +urns out Zander was how}\ere to be found.

|
(AN
X
%

T was }\o?c'hg ma?f{)e he'd decided the fis}vl' wash+

worth it and we could call +he whole —H\Eha off.

But then T heard some music, which got louder as

it 30‘1’ closer.
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Levi n?Peare& cqrr)/ihS a boom box above \'\is hend,

with Zander right behind him.
[ ey
J

THUMP 2 iMEs VM2

—

W, W
T had TOTALLY forSO'H'eh to P[ck some
walkout music for Row]e)/. So T sahg +he ohl)/
sohg T knew the words o, which Probably washt
a 3rea+ choice for +he situation.

MAY OUR HEARTS KEEP SINGING TRUE,
T PEACE BEGINS WITH ME AND YOU! o o

X KK K I I KK FKNA
RS

UL
0009904006,
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Before the 1(-'3)(\'? got started, Levi listed all
ﬂ‘\e rules, like no H‘I"h'ha below 'H'\e belt and no

headbutts or elbows. And T wished he would stop
+alkih3, because he was reall)/ freaki‘nﬁ Rowley out.

When Levi fihally finished, he s+eP?e& back and the
ﬁ's)n'l' was omfmficially oh. Rowley got into a cool karate
pose, and {for the first time T felt like he mia}ﬁ'
nc-l'unll)/ Pull this off.

PRy,
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T was Eo?iha Rowle)/ would attack with a
rouhd}»ouse kick or a ﬂ)/ihs Puhc\'\. But thder
came out of the sn'h’_ with his 30—+o moVe.

‘‘‘‘‘
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T+'s situations like this where a person learns what
+hey're made of. Rowle)/ had to choose between
ﬁg*ﬁ' or -ﬂis)n-f, qh& \'\e decic}ec} +o 90 wH'\'\ 0P+ioh

number two.




‘\; decided it mis}ﬁ be a 300& idea to take off
myself. But w\'\eh I tried to escape, +\\e crowd
formed a wall and blocked me in.

T guess +hese PEOPIE came to See a -ﬁs’n‘l', and
-l"ne)/ didn+ reall)/ care who was IN i+. So T found
myself S'l'c\‘n&iha toe to toe with the bi3335+ bu“?/

at our school.
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T 4ried to remember eVery‘l'}\ihs T'd learned in
'H'\e one karate lesson I went o, and I struck a
pose % }\o?eJ mia)n'i' be ih-l'imidn-ﬁhs. But T +hink
it mis}'ﬁf\re been a yog4 moVe.
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Zander took a step toward me, and '\;J’us-l' }\o‘)ed
+his would be over quick. But then , out of nowhere 3
Zander got hit in the face with some‘l')nihs.
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T+ was my TOWEL. And Rowle?! was the one
who threw i 27 ]-\o?ihs Yo S+o?. the 1‘?3}'\*’.

R XK XX
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T+ DID stop +he ﬁs)n-h but not in the way he
ho?e& for. The towel hit Zander in the eyes, and
{ box.

he stumbled bnckwar&, +ri??ih5 over Levis boom
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Zander took a hard fall on the 3rouh& and landed
on \'\is rear ehc}. But l’\e must Ve |dhded on \'\is

+ailbone, becauvse he started wriﬂ\ihs in_pain.

M)l first ‘H‘\ous‘ﬂ' was that his fall wouldn™ have
*-\ur'f \mhf as bq& if we "\qcl +"\e ﬁs“\'l‘ on sahd, like
I susseﬁed. Jﬂ‘\eh I s+ar+ed wohc}erihs wl\cﬁ'

we were su?\)osed to do NEXT, because Zander
washt getting up.

But before we had a chance +o "\elv Zander to his
feet, a \'\is}\-\oi-fc}\e& hoise cut ‘i’hrous}\ the air and
s+oppecl everyone cold.
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‘ﬂ-\e hoise came from +}'\e Bir&wa'fchihs C\ub, w}wo
had -Fihqll?f gotten those whistles and uniforms.
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Amir James said they were there o s+oP +he
-Fis\\'l'. But if Pfou qsz
-H\ey’d shown up five minutes earlier.

me, it WOUH,VC been nice if

'ﬂ-\eh Zander SUrPn'Sed eVeryohe b)/ SPeqkihS up- He
said he never wanted to -Fasl'\'i' in the first Place ;
and that he wasnt even rea||>/ a bull)/. He said the

ohly reason he Pre+eh&e& +o be a bu“?t was because
eVer)/ohe at school TREATED Kim like one.




‘ﬂweh Znh&er suid ‘-\e was SUPPosed +o ge bike ridihs
wi'l'}'\ Hs Grammie ‘I'\'\is weekehd, and how "\e coul&h,ﬁ'
because his +ailbone hurt. And when he started
blubberihs, it made eVer)/-t}\ihs ten times more
awkward +han it alrencl?/ was.

77l "
L]

But that wasnt the end of +he s?eec)nes. Jarrett
Jollifee s+e?Ped in_front of the crowd and +alked
about how 1fi3¥\+[h3 hever solves ah)/-r)nihs and we
Sl’\oul& siVe ki‘nc}hess a c}-\ahce.




I-l' was a ?re++7/ Sooc} sPeech, but I knew \\e stole
i+ almost WOrd for WOr& from 'H'uﬁ' Rowan 'ﬂ'\e Ram
video the school shows us e\Iery year.

50 L ET'S KICK BULIYING TO
THE CURB AND PROVE THAT
BEING KIND 1S WHAT THE
COOL KIDS DO! BECAUSE

ONLY WE CAN STOP BULLYING

IN ITS TRACKS!

[P
H 0000000000
| EERLLRLELK

T didn* +hink that kind of sPeec}\ would work on
kids -Hwese &nys, but boy was T. wrong. Because i+
turned Jarrett into o HERO.
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But if Jarrett was the hero, it meant SOmebody
\‘\dd to be 'l'\'\e bad suy. Ah& +\‘m+,s w\'\eh eVer)/ohe
+urned their attention to me and Rowley.

YOU GUYS ARE
BULLIES!

T was ac+uc\”y nervous, because the crowd was
closihs in, and this time T didn=t see a way out.
But then a P[cku? truck rolled onto the field and
headed s-l'rais\-rf for us.




T+ was Vice Prihci\)o.l Roy, who old eVer)/ohe we

needed +o se‘i' of£ school Proper'l'y and go home.
Ah& that was Per'Fec‘Hy fine by ME.

Even +’nou3¥\ T wasnt )na???/ me and Row\ey
turned into ‘H‘\e villains, I was 3‘0&& bo*l']n of us
made it to the weekend alive. Because )/ou'w, gotta
take )/our wins w\'\ere )/ou can se-l‘ H-\em.




OCTOBER
‘ﬂ'\ursda?f
A lot has c}mhaec} ever since the bia 1[{3’n+ with
Zander. First of all, +the Kindness Klub is +he
mos+ PoPulqr after-school orgahization. But 300&
luck getting in, because Jarrett is beihs super

selective about .membersl'\i?.

One 3“7 who DID mahage +to se‘l‘ in is Zander,
who orsahized a cnm?aiah w"\ere club members write

ahonhymous hotes and leave them in people’s lockers.
Y Pt
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Th fact, Tm Pre-H?/ sure the note T 3o+ was from
Zander himself, because it looks like his }\qhdwn"h’hs.

SOmeone
Thinks oy
7{OU are hlceo

]
il

S\D_eqkihs of nice notes, the whole school made a
se‘l'-we" banner for Zander. Ahc} of course Row|e)/
was one of the first Peo?|e to sign it.

Get Well Soon

® <t S LA
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1 guess -H'\e banner did -H'\e -h'ick, because Zanders
+ailbone seems -Fu“)/ )neq|ed. But now ?rou’Ve 30'H'n
s*l'a)/ off the sidewalk if you dont want to get run

over b)/ }'\im and }‘\is Grammie.

The school made a chahse to their Policy about
+eachers da-h'hs, so Mr. Finch ProPosed o Miss
S‘l‘drlihs n ‘H‘\e Ar—l- room.
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'ﬂ'\is ?as-l' weekend, -I'\\e Birdwa-fchihs Club went
to Mr. Finch and Miss S+dr|ih3's wec}&iha. The
Sues-l‘s used birdseed ihS‘l'ec\d of rice w’neh ‘l')ne

hewlyweds lef+ +he church, because a?\)qrehﬂy
uncooked rice is bad for birds.

(DI
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One Po\icy that HASN'T c‘mhsed is the one about
'Fasl'ﬁ':hs on school ?ro\)eﬁ'y So how me and Rowley

i
y
]

bo+’n }mVe it on our Permaheh'{" recorcls

Name:

Heffley, Greg (;fﬁi,

Infraction: | Name:
™
FIGHTING | Jefferson, Rowley ’.Z)“.m
infraction: m‘. \
FIGHTING
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E ven worse, 1Rowle)/‘s do Jo found out about it, so
he got demoted to a no-belt.

Bully[hs at school has sort of gohe out of s+7/|e.
But if )IOU ask me , how 'H'\ere,s ‘oo muc\'\ Pre)/ and
hot ehousl\ Predd'l'ors , SO eVeryH\ihs's all out of

whack.




Sudderﬂy the bullies have a lot of free time, so

I’Ve been reqdih3 o -H'\em at recess, whic\'\ seems
to_soothe them.

“GOODNIGHT TO THE OLD
LADY WHISPERING HUSH.”

But I wou\dh)'if be surPn’Se& f ‘H’\e bullies eVeh.'i'uqll7! .
g0 back +o +}\e£r‘ old selves. So ‘I'\(e been +r‘aihih3
Rowle)/ eVery da)/ after school in case T need

Someohe to \‘m\te rn)/ back.

BIG, WIDE P
CIRCLES, ROWLEY?
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Just because bun)/ihs has S‘l’oﬂ)ed doesnt mean
kids have s+oPPec} 'ﬁsh‘l'ihs : "r}'\ous]'\. T+s that
+hey’\re found a new wqy +o do it.

A??arehﬂy the Kindness Klub and the
Bir&wa'fc*\ihs Club have been in a battle over
mee‘h'h.a room Space, and 'H'\ey decided to settle i+
on the old ball field. T don+ have a dos in this
-Fis’n‘h so T dont r‘ea\ly care who wins. But T'm
hdﬂ?}l to have a front-row seat.

—
-

XXX
0000819 XD

;vvvvvv'v';vv"*»'vvv' V9.9, '0‘7’0'0'9"0'
XL N2, O RXKK
(X 9.0.0\:0

¥
&
QRRX




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to my wife, Julie, for all the support and contributions you’ve
made toward my career as a writer. Thanks to Charlie Kochman for
sticking with me for all these years and for bringing your expertise
and sense of humor to each book.

Thanks to the Wimpy Kid team—Anna Cesary, Vanessa Jedrej,
Shae|yn Germain-Dupre, and Colleen Regan—for your dedication

and hard work.

Thanks to everyone at Abrams, especially Mary McAveney, Julie
Christopher, Borana Greku, Pamela Notarantonio, Lora Grisafi, Taryn
Roeder, Mitch Thorpe, Talia Behrend-Wilcox, Lori Benton, Melanie
Chang, Christine Edwards, and Julie Primavera. Thanks to Mary
O'Mara for being such a steady hand at the wheel and so positive.
Thanks to Steve Roman for being a key player in this project.

Thanks to the amazing team at An Unlikely Story. Thanks also to Rich
Carr, Andrea Lucey, Paul Sennott, and Sylvie Rabineau.

Thanks to everyone at Disney, especially Roland Poindexter,
Kathryn Jones, Vanessa Morrison, and Paul Ohrt. Thanks to Matt
Danner for being such a wonderful collaborator.

Thanks to Jess Brallier for being such a great role model for so many
people over the years, including me!

Thanks to the Nicodemus family—Aaron, Marthali, Robert, and
Emma—for sharing your hilarious karate stories. Thanks also to

Sarah Puleo, Willa and Finn O’Connell, and Ella Fontaine.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jeff Kinney is a #1 New York Times bestse"ing author, a six-time
Nickelodeon Kids’ Choice Award winner for Favorite Book, and one
of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World. He lives
in Massachusetts, where he and his family own a bookstore called
An Unlikely Story.



Nobody knows how to survive the rough and tumble halls of middle school
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with no good options. Will he throw in the towel, or go down swinging?

Amulet Books A
An imprint of ABRAMS U.S. $15.99 Can. $19.99

ISBN 978-1-4197-8270-1
@abramskids /

Printed in US.A. i I || ||| |

/ 781419

abramsbooks.com 51 5

A B S

- e A e

T DI ——



